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 On Monday, January 28, our col-
lege celebrated the Feast Day of Our Inspi-
ration with a special mass at 1:00 pm. 
Those who wanted to take part in various 
aspects of the service included Sean 
Mundy and Nikita Peters, playing the roles 
of homily-reader and altar server, respec-
tively. It was a great way for students and 
staff to come together as a group of family 
and friends, united in one faith. "It is al-
ways important to have a group of people 
on campus who are willing to gather and 
pray for the entire college community. It 
was especially fitting that we had this on 
Monday, January 28th, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Feast Day," shared Sr. Madeleine, 
Director of Campus Ministry. 

Kaitlyn Giroux   
Staff Writer 
 
 
  "One-in-six-billion miracle." These 
were the words used to describe 15 year old 
Demi-Lee Brennan,  in Canberra, Australia. 
Brennan has  become the first known trans-
plant patient to ever take on the immune sys-
tem of the organ donor, changing blood 
groups to do so. The actual transplant oc-
curred when Brennan was 9 years old and her 
liver failed. In response to the shocking 
transplant, Brennan revealed that "It's like 
my second chance at life…It's kind of hard to 
believe." Brennan's transplant called for her 
body to change blood types to O positive 
from O negative. In doing so, she became 
sick while on medication to shun the possi-
bility of rejecting the new liver by her im-
mune system. The stem cells of the new liver 
she received took over her immune system, 
which means that Brennan no longer needs to 
take the medication for anti-rejection. The 
former head of the hospital's transplant ward, 
Stuart Dorney, revealed that "Brennan's treat-
ment could lead to breakthroughs in organ 
transplant treatment, because normally the 
immune system of recipients attacks the 
transplanted tissue," he continued with "We 
now need to go back over everything that 
happened to Demi-Lee and see why, and if it 
can be replicated." Rejection is unalterable 
and is taken care of with drugs and roughly 
only 7 out of 10 transplant procedures in 
Australia are successful over a five-year pe-
riod because of the occurrences of difficulties 
with the refusal of organs.   

MEDICAL HISTORY IS MADE 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS FEAST DAY 

Demi-Lee Brennan, 15 year old medical miracle smiles in awe as she becomes the first 
known transplant patient to take on the immune system of the donor. 
                            Photo Courtesy of smh.com 

Although our school is named after him, 
not many students know much about  Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. He is most noted as a 
patron saint, theologian, professor, and phi-
losopher. He was born into a wealthy fam-
ily in 1225. At an early age, he was sent to 
the Benedictine Monastery of Monte-
cassino where he learned about the great-
ness of God. Later, he was sent to the Uni-
versity of Naples to continue his studies 
and searching for the Truth. It was at this 
university that he met the Dominican friars, 
becoming increasingly interested in their 
teachings. It is because of them that he left 
his family and fortune to become closer 
with God. 
 To continue his endeavors, he 
studied at Cologne and Paris, learning 
alongside Albert the Great.   
             (Story continues on page 3) 
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THOMATHOMA  

To get a better idea of some of the  teachings of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, many people use his sayings to grow in both humanity and 
righteousness. Some of his famous quotes include: 
 
 "Better to illuminate than merely to shine, to deliver to oth-

ers contemplated truths than merely to contemplate."   
 
 "All that is true, by whomsoever it has been said, has its ori-

gin in the Spirit." 
 
 "A man has free choice to the extent that he is rational." 

 
 "Faith has to do with things that are not seen and hope with 

things that are not at hand." 
 
 "Good can exist without evil, whereas evil cannot exist with-

out good." 
 
 "Love takes up where knowledge leaves off."  

Kaitlyn Giroux   
Staff Writer 

 On January 26, 2008, in 
Sacramento, California, authori-
ties came across an advertisement 
placed by a woman, Ann Marie 
Linscott (49) on the popular web-
site Craigslist. This advertisement 
was not the usual classified ads 
for jobs, housing and items for 
sale but the unusual request for a 
hit man to murder the wife of the 
man she had been having an affair 
with. The request called for an 
ind iv idual  to  execu te  a 
"freelance" job revealed the court 
dissertation. The classified ad 
only made known the need for a 
person; however, a Craigslist 
CEO exposed the details that "her 
true intention was only communi-
cated to those who e-mailed her 
seeking additional information 
about the job." Linscott presented 
all the necessary information to 
complete the so-called "job" and 
offered a $5,000 payment to the 
individual; she also portrayed the 
doer of the task as "silent assas-
sins"  according  to the docu-
ments.  

WANTED: ASSASSIN 

(St. Thomas, continued from 
front page) 
 

 This man encour-
aged and inspired him to 
pray, study, teach, and 
write. Through his devotion 
to his works, he was able to 
create the Summa The-
ologica, which was written 
as a theology textbook for 
his students. He also cre-
ated over 40 more works, 
including hymns and po-
ems. In 1323, Thomas 
Aquinas was named a saint 
and honored as a Doctor of 
the Church. 

The statue of St. Thomas Aquinas on campus stands 
in honor of our school’s namesake. 

 Once potential candidates 
were chosen for the job, further in-
formation of personal descriptions 
and employment was revealed. Au-
thorities approached and arrested 
Linscott in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
and will attempt to make her trial 
stand in Northern California where 
Butte County authorities worked 
jointly with FBI to ascertain the 
identity of both the husband and 
potential victim. "Out of 550 mil-
lion classified ads posted over 12 
years, this is the first such incident 
that we're aware of," claimed Jim 
Buckmaster, CEO of Craigslist who 
continued with " but again, the ad 
itself was generic, and we're not a 
party to subsequent private e-mail 
communications." This was not the 
first time that crimes have been po-
tentially called for over the internet 
publication. Solicitors, such as pros-
titutes, have been known to adver-
tise on this online website and a 
murder was committed over a re-
sponse for the need of a babysitter. 
However, officials say that the blunt 
asking for a potential murder is the 
"first of its kind."  

 

L E T T E R  F R O M  Y O U R  E D I T O R  

 

 By now the bottles of champagne are 
empty and the parades are long over, but the fiery 
New York pride continues to burn all week long 
as we celebrate the Giants’ Superbowl win. 
 I must admit I am not the biggest football 
fan, but even I jumped and screamed with pride 
(in the privacy of my own room!) at the last min-
ute of the game to celebrate their win.  Not only 
are they the home team, but they are the under-
dog.  Anyone who knows me well understands 
there has always been a special place in my heart 
for anyone who has been underestimated.  After 
all, I was born and raised as a Mets fan! 
 The underdog has a horrible reputation for 
being insignificant and worst of all, unloved.   
But the truth is, we all start off at the bottom. Re-
gardless of the sizes and shapes of our battles, we 
all struggle to make it up the ladder.  But step by 
step, we make it up to the top on our own.   Even 
in the last minutes of the game, there’s always 
hope for a touchdown. 

 

Peace  
& 

 Love 
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   In the NHL All-Star Game 
the East defeated the West, 8-7 

  The New York Rangers retire 
Brian Leetch’s #2 Jersey 

  Former Olympic Track Star 
Marion Jones is sentenced to 6 
months in jail for lying about 
using steroids 

   ESPN anchor Dana John-
son is suspended one week 
after making anti-Catholic re-
marks about Notre Dame at an 
event 

   Mets will sign pitcher Johan 
Santana 

    Man’s best friend?  A Lab-
rador retriever eats man’s 
$1800 Superbowl tickets after 
deliveryman slips them through 
the opening in his front door 

    Brady’s Pub in New York 
City is temporarily being re-
named to Manning’s for the Su-
perbowl 

 You are cordially invited to hear Dominic Carter, NY1 
News Anchor and host of "Inside City Hall," speak about his life and 
career on Tuesday, February 26 at 4:00 p.m. in the Lougheed Li-
brary.  All members of the College and the community are welcome 
to attend. The event is sponsored by The Friends of the Library of St. 
Thomas Aquinas College.    
 Mr. Carter has been described as the best political reporter in 
New York television today. A fixture at NY1 News since the chan-
nel launched in 1992, he has released a book about his life entitled 
No Momma's Boy: How I Let Go of the Past and Embraced the Fu-
ture, in which he describes his triumphant struggle to overcome 
abuse by his mentally ill mother while growing up in a Bronx hous-
ing project. Newsday has said, "No TV anchor has ever produced a 
memoir as grippingly honest as this." The book website is: 
www.nomommasboy.com.  Mr. Carter will sign copies of his book 
following his lecture in the library on February 26.    

Kelly Leonard  
Staff Writer 
 
 
 Unless you have been living under a 
rock the past couple of months, you are aware 
of the recent Writer's Strike. Sure, we have all 
heard about the strike. We know the writers 
are obviously unhappy about something, un-
happy enough to cancel our favorite TV 
shows and even the Golden Globes Awards 
Ceremony. But what exactly are these writers 
so upset about? What is this strike about, how 
did it start, and who is against it? It is impor-
tant to know that the organization on strike is 
the Writer's Guild of America (WGA) and 
they are up against The Alliance of Motion 
Picture and Television Producers (AMPTP). 
The WGA is a labor union that represents 
American television, film, and radio writers. 
The AMPTP is a trade organization that repre-
sents almost four hundred film and television 
producers. In order to fully understand why 
the Writer's Guild is on strike,  it is essential 
to know some background information. In the 
1950's it was decided that writers would get a 
certain percentage of sales or a residual for 
every time their show or film was aired on 
syndicated time.  

WHAT ARE THEY FIGHTING FOR? 

Now with the rising internet, many shows 
are aired online and the writers are seeing 
little if any compensation for them. When 
the contract between the WGA and the 
AMPTP was up this year, the two groups 
were once again unable to reach an agree-
ment. This time there are even more is-
sues to be resolved and the assembly of 
people have  very different inspiration 
than in the past. The media is drastically 
changing and many of the members of the 
WGA are  new. They have not spent over 
60 years protesting and do not want to 
receive anything less than what they de-
serve. The writers are realizing that while 
they are getting a very small percentage of 
the sales cost of their creations, the stu-
dios and production agencies are seeing a 
much larger percentage of the profit. The 
studios are able to do this because they are 
keeping the old contract (i.e. percentage 
of money from DVDs) the same for the 
new media (i.e. percentage of money from 
the internet). Ultimately, the writers are 
fighting to receive larger rewards for their 
work that is distributed through television, 
radio, print, DVD's, and internet. 

 Those of you who have taken one of 
Professor Prior's TV classes know that syndica-
tion is the sale or license of media content to 
other media outlets. As the 80s approached, so 
did the cable networks. The WGA agreed to 
accept a very small residual for their work that 
would air on these new cable networks in order 
to help them get established. The WGA as-
sumed that cable networks would air mostly 
classic movies and only rarely broadcast their 
productions. To many writers' surprise, that 
was not the case at all. Shows that regularly 
aired on broadcast networks would move to the 
new cable networks after the completion of 
their season. The writers soon realized that 
their shows were being aired on cable networks 
quite frequently and they were seeing little 
profit in their residuals. This led to the many 
strikes that the writers would go on during the 
80's.  
 After a lot of protesting and very little 
success, many people were tired of complain-
ing and basically gave up. Writers settled on 
agreements where they often received very 
small residuals. For example, to this day writ-
ers only receive about four cents for every 
DVD that is sold.  
 

Photo Courtesy of wikipedia.com 

Sports 
Headlines 

TV NEWS ANCHOR TO SPEAK IN LOUGHEED LIBRARY 
 Mr. Carter has won acclaim for his interviews with state, na-
tional, and international leaders.  In 2006, while moderating a series of 
statewide political debates, he made international headlines when Sena-
tor Hillary Clinton said for the first time that she was thinking about 
running for president. He has conducted exclusive interviews with for-
mer U.S. president Bill Clinton and former South Africa president Nel-
son Mandela.  He has been profiled in The Washington Post, New York 
Magazine, and the New York Post, among other publications.  
 As a youngster growing up in the Bronx, Mr. Carter was in-
volved with the Police Athletic League and today is proud to call him-
self a PAL kid. In his free time he often speaks to youth groups about 
the importance of education and achievement. He has received the Sam-
uel P. Peabody Award from the Citizens' Committee for Children for 
his vision, innovation and dedication to children and families.  
 For more information, please contact Mary Anne Lenk. (x4221, 
mlenk@stac.edu) 
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JL: What do you think is the greatest 
song ever written? 
GG: Wow. Another great question. I'd 
have to say, today, "Hallelulah," by 
Leonard Cohen 
 
JL: Is it true that you're in a band? 
GG: Yes! I'm the singer in a rock band. 
We mostly play in my friend the drum-
mer's living room but occasionally we 
have a gig. We played at the Turning 
Point in Piermont recently as a benefit 
for my kids' school. 
 
JL: What do you think is the key to 
happiness? 
GG: I would have to say it's accep-
tance, starting with acceptance of your-
self, warts and all. 
 
JL: What is your biggest pet peeve? 
GG: I know I'm supposed to say some-
thing clever, like "mimes," but I have 
to say it's tailgating. It drives me insane 
when people drive 2 feet from my 
bumper. Didn't they learn the "10 feet 
for every 10 miles per hour" rule in 
Driver's Ed? And it really drives me 
crazy when people confuse it's and its. 
I'll never forget the time my high 
school English teacher gave me an A- 
on my Scarlet Letter paper because I 
made that mistake. That drove me 
crazy too, but now I understand why he 
did it. 
 
JL: What is your favorite thing          
to do on a snow day? 
GG: I love making snow angels with 
my kids and then coming in and mak-
ing cocoa while my face is thawing 
out. 
 
JL: If you could do anything daring, 
beyond consequence, what would it 
be? 
GG: I'd love to soar through the air in a 
hang-glider. 

 I grew up in Aspen, Colorado and went to 
Scripps College, a small, liberal arts, women's 
college in California. I majored in British and 
American Literature and always knew I wanted to 
be a writer and an editor. The spring before I 
graduated from college my greatest fear was that I 
would go back home to Colorado and spend the 
rest of my life waitressing (I'd never been a wait-
ress so I'm not sure where this detail came from). 
As insurance against this tragic outcome, I ap-
plied to the Radcliffe Publishing Procedures 
Course which basically guaranteed that I'd get a 
job in publishing by the end of the summer. I got 
in, and I did get a job and spent the next decade in 
New York City working in magazine and book 
publishing as an editor.  

JL: Why did you want to work with the 
Thoma? What do you see for its future? 
GG: I have always been drawn to the written 
word. I was the co-editor of my high school 
newspaper and co-founder of my college 
newspaper. I loved it then, and I love it now. 
A publication put together by students has a 
freshness and vigor you don't see in more 
commercial enterprises. So when Charles 
Pryor asked if I'd like to be the advisor, there 
was no way I could say no. I'm grateful to 
have been given the opportunity, and to be 
working with such a dedicated staff. As for 
the future of the Thoma, I predict a paper that 
students and faculty alike can't wait to get 
their hands on every Thursday.  
 
JL: You are a writer. What author has 
been  your greatest influence? 
GG: Hmmm. I am a huge fan of the short 
stories of both John Updike and Alice 
Munro. And if  you've taken a class from me 
you know that I'm crazy about Grace Paley. I 
met her in college and asked her what advice 
she had for women trying to write in the 
midst of raising children. "Use it," she said in 
that characteristic New York accent she had--
it's the accent she wrote  in--and that has 
been my mantra as a writer. You can stop 
me, but I can't talk about my favorite writers 
without also mentioning Joan Didion. I love 
how she combines journalism with personal 
experience. The personal essay is such a 
powerful form of self-expression. Now is my 
opportunity to plug a the series of personal 
essays we're running in the Thoma! Madeline 
Lima's piece in this issue is stunning and in 
the next issue we are running Melissa 
Vitiello's piece about living in a homeless 
shelter. I am thrilled that these essays--and 
more like them--will see the light of day in 
the paper. 
 
JL: Homemade or take out? 
GG: In the fall I bought a little black clay pot 
with a top that has inspired me to cook a lot. 
I've been amazing my children with lots of 
home cooking...they'd been used to lots of 
frozen pizza and macaroni and cheese from a 
box. So today I'd have to say homemade. 
 
 

JL: What is the current picture on your 
computer desktop? 
GG: What a great question. It's a  fantastic, 
sort of impressionistic picture a friend of 
mine took of the conservatory at the Bronx 
Botanic Gardens at night. 
 
JL: What is something you have in your 
home that you should probably throw 
out but refuse to? 
GG: I have a bowl that needs fixing. I keep 
moving it from shelf to shelf but I'm deter-
mined to glue it back together -- some day. 
 
JL: What would your friends and family 
say is your quirkiest quality?  
GG: That I can eat an amazing number of 
cookies in a single sitting. 
 
JL: Which of the 5 senses do you honor 
the most?                            
GG: I'm sure it's sight for me. I'm the one 
who's always saying, "Ooooh. Look at the 
moon!" or "Look at the color of the light 
on the water!" It's something I try to pass 
on to my kids, noticing the beauty in the 
world around them. 
 
JL: What is your favorite bumper 
sticker/tee shirt slogan? 
GG: "Visualize Whirled Peas." It's so silly 
but it always makes me laugh. I took it off 
my car when we went to war, though, be-
cause it sounded too flip, given the circum-
stances. Now I'm thinking of getting a seri-
ous one that says, "War is not the answer." 
 
JL: Where is the most interesting place 
you have visited? 
GG: I was lucky enough to visit the Gala-
pagos Islands in 2002. It was the most 
amazing adventure. I felt like I was at the 
end of the earth, at the beginning of time. 
 
JL: Favorite musician/ current trend? 
GG: I love Joni Mitchell--I'm dating my-
self, I know. Blue is my favorite album of 
hers, "California" and  "Case of You" tie 
for my favorite songs on Blue. 
And recently I've sort of fallen in love with 
Pearl Jam. 

THOMA WELCOMES NEWEST ADVISOR 
Professor Gail Greiner has been appointed the newest advisor of the Thoma.         
We wanted to introduce her skills as well as welcome her to the STAC family. 

 After I had my first child I de-
cided I wanted to spend more time devel-
oping my writing so I went to Columbia 
University and got my MFA (Master of 
Fine Arts) in fiction writing. I spent sev-
eral years writing a collection of short 
stories and articles and essays for maga-
zines while also working as a freelance 
editor. When my children were both in 
school I became the editorial director of 
Hylas Publishing In Irvington. It was ex-
citing work but I found that something 
was missing and started feeling very 
strongly that I wanted to teach. 

 
Interview by: Jessica M. Liss 

Photo Courtesy of  Chris Carroll 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
Make plans to attend the Career Event of the Year! 

 

THE ANNUAL CAREER FAIR 2008 

 
Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

10:00am – 1:30pm 
RSAC: Lower Level 

Professional Dress and Resumes are required to attend. 
 

Hosted by the Office of Career Services 
845.398.4065 

********************************************************* 
Come spend a day at the fair and we promise to provide you  

with a day filled with the following: 
A chance to conduct some informational interviewing 

Priceless networking opportunities with alumni  
and employer representative 

Opportunities to research full-time, part-time, and internship positions 
A time to explore various career options and career paths. 

 
********************************************************* 

Some participating employers include: 
Active International 

Canon Business Solutions 
ERE Accountants and Advisors 

Criminal Investigations Division of the IRS 
New York State Courts 

North East Westchester Special Recreation 
Provident Bank 

Simon and Schuster 
Social Security Administration 

South Orangetown Central School District 
Takasago International Corporation 

The Rockland Journal News 
Verizon Wireless 

 
For a complete listing of employers participating  

in the job fair please contact: 
Rachel M. Jackiewicz, Director of Career Services 

rjackiew@stac.edu 

Jasmine Cintron   
Staff Writer 
 
 
 February is the month when we 
honor influential African Americans 
who have shaped and changed the 
world. Their many contributions have 
paved the way for today's most success-
ful people. Have you ever wondered 
why we set aside a  month to  cele-
brate  the history of African Americans? 
A man by the name of Carter Woodson 
is said to be "The Father of Black His-
tory." An educator and historian, 
Woodson felt there should be docu-
mented information on the history of 
African Americans. He discovered at 
the age of twenty while working in a 
coal mine, that the Civil War Veterans 
would talk about historical facts that no 
one knew of. He soon realized that his-
tory evolves in this ever changing world 
and should be recognized in the history 
books for future generations. 

"The accounts of the successful strivings of Negroes for 
enlightenment under most adverse circumstances reads like 
beautiful romances of a people in a heroic age." --Carter 
Woodson 
  
 Did you know that Ebony Fashion Fair is the 

largest African American traveling fashion show? 
Since the early sixties Ebony Fashion Fair has been 
instrumental in today's fashion world. 
  
 Alvin Ailey was one of history's most prominent 

dancers and set the bar high for great visionary per-
formances that spoke louder than any book you have 
read. Alley's contribution to the arts  made him fa-
mous. He mixed jazz, modern folk, and blues with a 
twist of jazz. With each step he choreographed, told 
a story and followed every musical note. 
  
 The first international female star of the 20th 

century was Florence Mills. Florence Mills was 
known for her many contributions in theater. From 
her singing to dancing, she captivated audiences all 
around the world. Under appreciated, Ms. Mills con-
tributed her voice and beauty to the arts. She is 
known as the "Queen of Happiness." 
  
 Remember watching Gone with the Wind for his-

tory class? The actress who played "Mammy"  was 
Hattie McDaniel. She became the first African 
American to be nominated for and win an Academy 
Award. She was awarded the Oscar for best support-
ing actress in Gone with the Wind in 1939. 
  
 Jonathan Jasper Wright became the first African 

American to achieve numerous positions in the legal 
field. He lectured on legal and political topics as well 
as giving legal advice. He was the first African 
American to practice law in both Pennsylvania and 
South Carolina. Wright became important in chang-
ing the history of the legal system and shaping the 
judiciary system.  

A HISTORY OF AFRICAN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

 It was Woodson's commit-
ment to educate and provide the 
African American community per-
manent documentation of their his-
tory. He financed The Association 
of the Study of the Negro Life and 
History of 1915. His goal was to 
both publish and fund research for 
African American history. 
Through this organization, 
Woodson made a home study pro-
gram among other programs to 
teach African American history. 
 Woodson created what 
lead to "Black History Month." In 
1926, founded by the Black frater-
nity Omega Psi Phi, for one week 
in February the contributions of the 
African American people were 
celebrated. With the help of 
Woodson's visionary ideas, the 
one-week celebration became a 
month-long remembrance of great 
leaders and their achievements.   

Carter Woodson is honored as the Father of Black History 
month due to his life story.  Photo Courtesy of hierographics.org 

HOW IS YOUR AFRICAN  
AMERICAN HISTORY?  
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1/22 - 2/17/08 
 
Art is not just about "product," but about "process." 
Given the opportunity to participate in creative art 
making, we can learn much about this thing (and this 
endeavor) we call "art" . . .how it can be both playful 
and meaningful . . . . . 
 
AMAG's first Spring 2008 exhibit, entitled "Eat, 
Draw Play," has two components. 
 
One, is an installation that documents (with objects 
and images)  the artist's collaboration with Professor 
Barbara Yontz and her Fall '07 Drawing I classes. 
This part of the exhibit reflects on the relationship 
between food and culture. 
 
The other part of this exhibit  features a collabora-
tive component.  Viewers  so inclined will  the oppor-
tunity to participate in the creation and evolution of 
an artistic work. Directions and assistance are avail-
able at the gallery. 

AMAG Spring 2008 Viewing Hours: 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  10-11 and 1-3 
Tuesdays  & Thursdays:    1-3  and 4:30-7:30 
 Sundays:                3-5 
 

845 398 4195:  Gallery Recording 

“EAT, DRAW, PLAY” 
Artist Tattfoo Tan at AMAG 

Ensze Tan and Rachel Kreisler arrange STAC student art work 
for the exhibit. 

Jennifer Panaro 
Staff Writer 
 
 Heath Ledger, the famous ac-
tor, passed away on Tuesday, January 
22. Ledger was only 28 years old. He 
was found dead in his Soho apartment 
in New York City. The cause of his 
death is still unknown, though it has 
been speculated that it was an acciden-
tal overdose of prescription drugs. 
 Heath Ledger was born on 
April 4, 1979 in Perth, Western Austra-
lia. When he was in junior high school, 
he had a choice of two electives: cook-
ing or drama. Ledger felt that he could 
not see himself taking a cooking class 
so he went down the drama road in-
stead. His peers did not admire his tal-
ent; instead, they were jealous of him. 
When he was 17, he and a friend went 
to Sydney because he believed that 
Sydney is where celebrities could get 
their big break. 
 He had a few small roles but 
the movie that made him well known 
was 10 Things I Hate About You 
(1999). He played Patrick Verona, a 
student who is different from others in 
high school. He also starred in a war 
movie, The Patriot  (2001).  

YOUNG ACTOR GONE FOREVER 

         In 2005 he had roles in five 
movies, including A Knight’s Tale 
(2005); Casanova; and Brokeback 
Mountain, which won Ledger numer-
ous honors including an Academy 
Award nomination for Best Actor. 
      The Dark Knight, the Batman Be-
gins sequel in which Leger played the 
role of The Joker, is due to come out 
this summer. According to an article 
in the New York Daily News, Heath 
was excited about The Joker but some 
people wonder if playing the dark role 
may have somehow contributed to his 
death. “…I warned him,” Jack 
Nicholson, who played The Joker in 
1989,  is reported to have said in an 
interview after Ledger’s death.  
 According to the Daily News, 
Ledger said in a recent interview that 
because of his Joker role, he “slept an 
average of two hours a night” while 
playing “a psychopathic, mass-
murdering, schizophrenic clown with 
zero empathy…I couldn't stop think-
ing. My body was exhausted, and my 
mind was still going.”  He tried pre-
scription drugs but they did not help 
him. The movie finished rolling in the 
fall after he broke up with Michelle 
Williams, his on-screen wife in 
Brokeback Mountain. 
 The news of Ledger’s death 
came suddenly. Here on campus, it 
was hard to believe it actually hap-
pened. Vinny Capibanco, a Junior at 
STAC, said, “I was shocked that he 
died.” When Vinny was asked his 
opinion of Ledger as an actor, he 
claimed, “I think he was a great actor 
and had a lot of potential.” Does he 
think Ledger’s fans still plan to see, 
“The Dark Knight?” “Yeah defi-
nitely,” he said. “It’s a Batman movie 
and everyone is going to see it be-
cause it’s popular among fans.” 

Photo Courtesy of celebrityfox.com 

Nicole Conti  
Staff Writer 
 

 
In his book Sex, Drugs and Cocoa Puffs, Chuck 
Klosterman claims there are twenty-three questions 
that he asks everyone he meets in order to determine 
if he could really like the person. 
        Question number five got me thinking: You 
meet your soul mate. However, there is a catch: 
Every three years someone will break both of your 
soul mate's collarbones with a crescent wrench. And 
there is only one way you can stop this from hap-
pening. You must swallow a pill that will make 
every song you hear for the rest of your life sound as 
if it is being performed by the band, Alice in Chains. 
When you hear Creedence Clearwater Revival on 
the radio, it will sound (to your ears) like it being 
played by Alice in Chains. If you see Radiohead 
live, every one of their tunes will sound like it is 
being covered by Alice in Chains. When you hear a 
commercial jingle on TV, it will sound like Alice in 
Chains; if you sing to yourself in the shower, your 
voice will sound like deceased Alice vocalist, Layne 
Staley, performing an acapella (but it will only sound this 
way to you). Would you swallow the pill? 

THE FIFTH QUESTION 

Photo Courtesy of amazon.com 

 What was disturbing to me and got me 
thinking was that my gut reaction was not a 
hearty, "Well, of course." My thought was, ini-
tially, "Will every song sound like existing Alice 
in Chains songs or will it just sound as if Layne 
Staley is singing every song ever created?" The 
more I thought about this, I began to realize that 
some songs just would not be the same if Layne 
Staley were singing them. And I don't think I 
could live in a world where Robert Plant's voice 
no longer existed (it would be even worse to real-
ize that other people were enjoying Led Zeppe-
lin, while I had to suffer through different rendi-
tions of "Stanley" for the rest of my life). Natu-
rally, this made me wonder what I would actually 
be willing to sacrifice for another human being, 
presumably my soul mate. Obviously, never be-
ing able to hear Every Time I Die's front man, 
Keith Buckley, scream about cheap sex and co-
deine was not a sacrifice I was willing to take. So 
what then? Maybe I have not met the right person 
yet, but the answer at this point in my life is a 
resounding NO!  
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Kelly Leonard 
Staff Writer 
 
 
 On January 25th, Warner 
Brothers Pictures re-released their 
movie, Michael Clayton. Originally 
released in October the movie, star-
ring George Clooney, made $39 mil-
lion. That might seem like a lot 
but  the WB wants  to push it a little 
further before the Oscars. 
 The movie will be shown in 
over 1,000 movie theaters throughout 
the country, which is an unusual 
amount for a re-released movie. Mi-
chael Clayton has been on the top-ten 
list of over 100 different critics and 
has been nominated for a variety of 
awards, including seven nominations 
for the upcoming Oscars. Although it 
appears that the movie was a success, 
many critics expected more from a 
"George Clooney movie." With the 
awards underway, re-releasing this 
movie may be just what Warner 
Brothers needs to push their movie to 
the top. 
 Michael Clayton is a legal 
thriller about a "corporate fixer" 
working for an elite Manhattan Law 
firm.  

Jennifer Panaro 
Staff Writer 
 
 
 One Tree Hill, the popular television show, is having a mid-season return. A lot has changed in Tree Hill since last season's finale 
in June.  One Tree Hill is about 5 teens growing up in Tree Hill, North Carolina; Brooke (Sophia Bush), Lucas (Chad Michael Murray), 

Nathan (James Laffery), Peyton (Hilary Burton) and Haylie 
(Bethany Joy Galeotti). The teens lives—their friendships and love 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s — a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  d r a m a .  
 Last season the show left off with the characters graduating 
from high school.  Haylie and Nathan had a baby boy, and Nathan 
got a basketball scholarship. They all stood at the River Court where 
they play basketball and Brooke said "We'll be friends forever, I 
k n o w  i t . "  B u t  e v e r y t h i n g  c h a n g e d .  
 The new season opened after the characters graduated from 
college. Brooke pursued a career in fashion and is living in the city. 
She misses everyone and hasn't spoken to any of her friends in a 
long time. Peyton moved to California and is working in the music 
industry. Lucas is a writer and involved with his editor, Lindsey. Na-
than and Haley are going through hard times. Ever since Nathan hurt 
his leg in a fight he has been heading down a dark path towards alco-
h o l  a n d  i t  i s  r u i n i n g  h i s  f a m i l y . 
 I didn't like how the characters went right from graduating 
high school to graduating college.  In my opinion the show would be 
better if it showed what happened to everyone                               
in college.  In spite of that, I am still a big fan of the show. 
 Ever since the show came on in 2003 I have been a big fan. 
It's not just the great cast, but the great story line as well. What I love 
about the show is how at the beginning and end of the show there are 
quotes from the characters. The quotes usually discuss what will 
happen in that show. The quotes are very deep and make you think 
about Life. One time the end quote discussed how the decisions you 
make in life will have an effect on you in the future. One of the 
quotes was by Lucas: "Ida Scott Taylor once wrote: Do not look 
back and grieve over the past, for it is gone; and do not be troubled 
about the future, for it has not yet come. Live in the present, and 

make it so beautiful that it will be worth remembering." That is one of my favorite quotes from the show because it applies to everyone. A 
lot of time people worry about the past and future when they are missing great opportunities that are right in front of their eyes.  
 If you haven't seen the show, give it a chance. It is on Tuesday nights on the CW11 at 9:00pm. It's a great show and once you start 
watching it you will want to watch every other episode as well.  You could also catch earlier episodes on Soapnet and on DVD. 

Michael Clayton in Theaters… Again  

 A fixer is someone who hides a client's 
skeletons before a case so it is easier for the law-
yer to win. Everything is going well for the firm 
until Michael's friend and co-worker, Arthur, 
stops taking his medicine. As a result, he wakes 
up to the realization that he is helping his clients 
get away with murder, literally. Arthur panics 
and the firm puts Michael in charge of calming 
him down to prevent him from leaking any secret 
information that could possibly destroy their law 
firm.  

 Before his revelation, Arthur was 
defending a fertilizer company called U/
North, who was in the process of being sued 
by farmers. Arthur had some inside informa-
tion that some ingredients in this fertilizer 
have a deadly affect on people. In his new 
state of mind, Arthur sees it necessary to re-
veal U/North's secret to the public, especially 
to farmers. Michael Clayton now must de-
cide between defending his friend               
a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  h i s  f i r m .  

Photo Courtesy of pastemagazine.com 

ONE TREE HILL RETURNS MID-SEASON 
 WITH BIG CHANGES 

Photo Courtesy of www.hilarie-burton.com 
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 New York, along with 21 other states, held its presidential primaries on "Super Duper Tuesday," February 5th.  This year marks a 
turning point in history, with the possibility of having either a woman or an African American as president. If you are anything like me and 
need to brush up on your political know-how, read on to find out more about the frontrunners of the upcoming Presidential candidates for 
Election Day on November 4th.                             (*Note: These are not the only candidates for the presidential race*) 

ELECTION 2008:  
WHO WILL BE OUR NEXT PRESIDENT? 

CANDIDATE ISSUES 
CAMPAIGN 

FUNDS  
RAISED 

PERSONAL  
INFO. 

Hillary Clinton 

 
*New York  
Senator & 

Former first lady 
 

*Democratic  
 
 

Economy/Budget -- Clinton declares, "I believe it's time to reject President 
Bush's philosophy of a 'you're-on-your-own’ society and to replace it with a pro-
gressive commitment to shared prosperity." 
 
Iraq War— She puts it bluntly: "As I have said previously, if President Bush 
does not end the war, when I am president, I will." 
 
Health Care -- This is incredibly important to   Clinton: "I recently unveiled a 
plan that will  provide quality, affordable health care to all Americans, including 
the 47 million who don't have coverage today."  
 
Immigration— Her plan includes five elements: toughening border security, 
cracking down on employers that hire immigrants, "working with communities to 
deal with the broken immigration system," finding ways to "help our southern 
neighbors to provide economic opportunities for their own people," and provid-
ing  " a path to earned legalization requiring people to learn English and pay 
fines."  

$26,082,347 

*Graduated from 
Wellesley College 

and Yale Law School 
 

*Daughter- Chelsea 
Clinton 

 
*United Methodist 

Barack Obama 
 

*Senator from  
Illinois 

 

*Democratic  
 

Economy/Budget— He believes in restoring "pay-as-you-go spending rules        
so that we do not dig ourselves into deeper debt." 
 
Iraq War— Obama stated, "My top priority as president will be ending this war 
in Iraq, a war that should have never been authorized and never been waged. In 
doing so, I will work to keep our country safe from terrorists and to restore 
American credibility around the world." 
 
Health Care --"Providing universal health care to the 47 million Americans who 
currently do not have it will be another top priority of my administration, as      
will combating global warming and putting our country on the                           
path toward energy independence." 
 
Immigration— "I will work to pass comprehensive reform that protects our secu-
rity, bolsters our economy, and preserves America's tradition as a nation of immi-
grants who are welcomed as long as they work hard and play by the rules."  

$20,419,020 

 *Graduated from 
Occidental College, 

Columbia University, 
and Harvard Law 

School 
 

*Daughters Malia 
Ann and Sasha 

Obama 
 

*United Church of 
Christ  

John McCain 
 

*Arizona Senator 
 

*Republican 
 

Economy/Budget— He claims, "If I'm elected President, I won't leave office 
without balancing the federal budget." He plans to do this by "spending less and 
encouraging economic growth." 
 
Iraq War—He does not believe in "premature troop withdrawals or redeploy-
ment." 
 
Health Care— He wants to increase competition for more affordable options. 
 
Immigration— McCain vows to secure the border and restore the American 
trust.  

$5,466,904 

  *Graduated from 
U.S. Naval Academy 

and National War 
College 

 
*Children: Andy, 

Doug, John IV and 
James McCain; 

Bridget, Meghan and 
Sydney McCain 

 
*Episcopal  

Mike Huckabee 
 

*Businessman &    
Baptist Minister 

 

*Republican 
 

Economy/Budget— He wants to put the IRS out of business by "eliminating     
all federal income and payroll taxes." 
 
Iraq War— He believes in General Petraeus' plan to bring troop levels down to 
130,000 by mid-July. 
 
Health Care— He wants to make healthcare more "accessible, affordable and 
portable." He thinks there should be a national change in healthy habits. 
 
Immigration— He aims to "Secure the border, enforce existing immigration laws 
and end sanctuary cities, crack down on businesses employing workers with false 
Social Security numbers."  

$1,031,679 

 *Graduated from 
Ouachita Baptist Uni-

versity and South-
western Baptist 

Theological Semi-
nary 

 
*Sons John Mark and 

David Huckabee; 
Daughter Sarah 

 
*Baptist  

Ron Paul 
 

*Rep. from Texas,  
Medical Doctor 

 

*Republican  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Economy/Budget -- He wants to "return US to a sound monetary policy by abol-
ishing the Federal Reserve and balance the budget." 
 
Iraq War— His first priority is to "bring our troops home as soon as possible." 
 
Health Care—He wants to lessen government involvement, "erasing artificial 
boundaries and costs." 
 
Immigration— He wants to strengthen borders and remove the country from 
"entangling alliances the Founders warned us against entering." 

 $5,204,218 

 *Graduated from 
Gettysburg College 

and Duke University 
School of Medicine 

 
*5 children, 17 
grandchildren 

 
*Protestant  
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Rachel M. Jackiewicz 
Director of Career Services 
Contributing Writer 
 
 
 The mission of Career Services 
is to help students prepare for all as-
pects of the job search, starting in 
freshman year through senior year and 
beyond.  Career Services guides STAC 
students and alumni through the ca-
reer planning process and helps them 
refine their resume-writing skills so 
they can articulate experiences, skills 
and interests to a potential employer. 
The goal is to empower and motivate 
students to grow educationally and 
professionally. 
 When it comes to career ser-
vices, the operative word is "early." 
Ambitious efforts are made by career 
services to attract more students and 
alumni to take advantage of the many 
career programs and events. The goal 
is to prevent students from procrasti-
nating when it comes to developing 
their professional skills.  

THE BENEFITS OF CAREER SERVICES  
 The career services office gener-
ally doesn’t wait for students to make 
the first move. It's not uncommon for 
career services to make presentations 
at college open houses, at campus or-
ganization meetings, and at student 
orientation sessions. Any opportunity 
to get the word out is utilized to the 
fullest extent. 
 Starting in their freshman year, 
we talk to students about the impor-
tance of developing a good career de-
velopment plan. We discuss the impor-
tance of keeping their G.P.A. up, and 
about the importance of getting intern-
ships early and often during their col-
lege years. 
 It’s a fact that most people ob-
tain their jobs through networking, and 
one of the best ways to network is to 
have two or three internships in col-
lege, so you can explore your career 
options.” 
 STAC students and graduates 
benefit from the many programs spon-
sored by career services and alumni 
affairs. The programs are designed to 
help them develop industry expertise, 
job search savvy and confidence. 

 These events include on-campus 
speakers from various industries, dining 
etiquette seminars, mock interview pro-
grams, student-alumni networking recep-
tions and dinners, alumni panel and round-
table discussions, and job fairs for both for 
full and part-time positions.  
 Armed with a professional resume 
and freshly honed job-searching skills, 
STAC students and alumni can find career 
opportunities down a variety of avenues. 
At St. Thomas Aquinas College, students 
attend popular job fairs on and off campus, 
interact with professional representatives 
who set up presentations in the Romano 
Student Alumni Center, learn of job oppor-
tunities and post their resumes on a Web-
based service called NACELink and MON-
STERTRAK.com.   
 
For more information on career services 
please contact:  
 

Rachel M. Jackiewicz 
Director of Career Services 

845-398-4067 
rjackiew@stac.edu. 

STAC’s Blood Drive 
  
  

The Spring Blood Drive will be on  
Tuesday, February 26th.   

Staff from Good Samaritan Hospital will be in 
the Romano Student Alumni Center from      

10:30 – 4:00 to collect donations.                                          
Please call Health Services (845)- 398- 4242  

if you have any questions!  
   

Eat before you donate/ Bring Photo Id/ 
Know your SS# 

    
Fun Facts with Count!   

• One pint of blood 
can save up to FIVE 
lives! 

• Statistically, 1 out 
of 3 people will need 
blood in their life-
time.  That means 
YOU or SOMEONE 
VERY CLOSE TO 
YOU! 

• You get a mini-medical examination  in-
cluding blood pressure check. 

• Donors must weigh 110lbs. or more. 
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580 Route 303 Blauvelt, NY 10913 
845-365-9120 

 
S t a r t i n g  2 / 1 1 / 0 8  

 

Any Footlong Regular Sandwich 
 

$4.99 
 

When you buy a fresh value meal deal between 
3:00 - 8:00p.m. 

 
(Offer excludes the Big Hot Pastrami, Big Philly Cheese Steak, THE FEAST 

and DOUBLE STACKED subs.  No cash value.  Not for sale.   
Double meat and add-ons extra.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kaitlyn Giroux 
Staff Writer 
 
 Just when you think that 
fortunetellers and palm readers are 
the only ones that can tell you 
about yourself when looking at 
your hands, think again! Scientists 
in both Europe and North America 
are discovering certain traits an 
individual may or may not have 
depending upon the relation of the 
index finger to the ring finger. 
These traits can range from the 
risks of particular ailments, such as 
osteoarthritis, to specific abilities, 
such as athleticism or musical tal-
ent. Scientists believe that these 
traits are determined by the level 
of testosterone an individual is ren-
dered  while in the womb. The 
overall thinking is this: "the longer 
the ring finger compared to the 
index finger, the higher the expo-
sure." Researchers determine this 
by using a simple ratio by dividing 
the length of the index finger by 
the person's ring finger.   
 In general, men are more 
inclined to have their ring fingers 
longer than their index fingers, 
while women have the tendency of 
having fingers of equal length. 
"Don't worry if your finger ration 
looks to be more like that of the 
opposite sex," says Marc 
Breedlove, a professor at Michigan 
State University. "There's a less of 
a sex difference in finger ratios 
than there is in height."  

Melissa Vitiello 
Staff Writer 
 
  Looking for some local enter-
tainment and "socialization?" Do not 
automatically assume a pub is just a 
place to go for inebriation. Located in 
Tappan, New York, on Route 303 
North of the NY / NJ border, Tappan 
Pub is a great place to meet new peo-
ple, try delicious food, hear live mu-
sic, and watch several sporting events 
on wide screen televisions.  

CAN FINGER LENGTH  
DETERMINE TALENT? 

 In 1998, John Manning, 
a British psychologist, was the 
first to connect the relationship 
of the index finger to prenatal 
levels of hormones. In his stud-
ies, Manning is trying to deter-
mine if finger lengths are linked 
to characteristics such as fertil-
ity. He has come to realize that 
in young boys,  ring fingers have 
the tendency to be the longer of 
the two fingers and that the intro-
duction of prenatal hormones 
played a part in this.   
 Manning disclosed that 
"the sex difference almost cer-
tainly arises before birth," and 
"that it can be seen in fetuses at 
nine weeks' gestation…it doesn't 
change at puberty." Publications 
by Manning put forward the idea 
that male musicians have lower 
finger ratios than that of less mu-
sically inclined men. Also, it ex-
poses that homosexual men have 
higher finger ratios than hetero-
sexual men and that these indi-
viduals with the lower ratios are 
more inclined to do better on 
particular tasks of spatial ability. 
 In the end, Manning 
says, "the links with sports are 
the strongest I've found. They're 
particularly strong with endur-
ance running." Still, Breedlove 
exclaims, "I think the goal is to 
see whether you can find any 
evidence that prenatal testoster-
one makes any difference at all. 
If you do see a relationship be-
tween the digit ratios and what-
ever symptom you're looking at, 
then you have to wonder." 

I Love Valentine’s Day 
Roses are Red, carnations are pink, V-Day is coming and it’s making 
me sick.  OK—so I’ve crafted a corny tagline for the anti-Valentine’s 
Day celebration.  When the world turns red with sugary sweets and 
frilly flower arrangements, you know it’s that time of the year again. 

Photo Courtesy of Jessica M. Liss, Colleen Malone 

OPINION 

Jessica M. Liss 
Staff Writer 
 
 Valentine’s Day is probably my least favorite day of the 
year (minus the first day back to school from four months of glori-
ous summertime).  You could call me a grouchy pessimist, and you 
would be right.  But the truth is, I don’t have a vendetta against rela-
tionships, or the cupid-struck couples that always walk arm in arm.  
My boyfriend and I are that couple.  I don’t even have a problem 
with the world’s largest box of Russell Stover chocolates because 
God knows I have a sweet tooth.  It’s just that my blood just boils 
when people get all googley-eyed just because society says that Feb. 
14 is the day to do so.   
 Valentine’s Day has lost its meaning since its origin in the 
year 207 when good old St. Valentine died protecting love.  Since 
then, the sea of Valentine’s obsession has just about drowned its 
spirit, and it’s main purpose, which is love. But isn’t love strong 
enough to celebrate every single day of the year? V-Day has become 
the official “Please the Females” Day, where our significant others 
feel obligated to give the oh-so-creative red roses and chocolates to 
repent for all the fights and arguments over the year.  Fabricated ab-
solution. 
 I ask you: Do you really want to be the bearer or receiver of 
forced love?  Is that stuffed teddy bear that says. “I love you beary 
much,” when you squeeze his belly, really going to show someone 
that you care?  Perhaps it’s a symbol, but if  there’s no affection be-
hind the indication, what’s the point?  
 So guys and gals of all ages, Valentine’s Day is one day a 
year; if you are going to celebrate, celebrate it for what it’s worth.  
Don’t make it an excuse not to show your love and appreciating 
every single moment you get on the other 364 days of the year. 

 Any sporting event you 
can imagine, the Tappan Pub has 
it. Some of their sports packages 
include NFL, MLB and NBA, 
where they are shown on 15 dif-
ferent televisions all over the pub 
every season. Additionally, you 
can enjoy games such as pool and 
shuffleboard as well as a large 
selection of mouthwatering 
foods–25-cent wings, steak, ham-
burgers, ribs, and steak—all at an 
awesome price! If you need some 
time to get away from all the 
stress and want some action, the 
Tappan Pub is the right place for 
you.   

HIT THE  
LOCAL PUB! 

LOATHE 
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Contributing Writer 
 
            When you're young you only have a 
faint idea of what the real world is like. 
Then something remarkable crosses your 
path and strips the innocence off of you. 
Her name was Amber and she went to my 
high school. She looked like what puppy a 
looks like after you smack it in the nose 
with a newspaper. I never really talked to 
her or knew her name. She was faceless in 
the crowd, a stranger, before I saw her in 
my science class with an empty seat next to 
her. Before that she didn't exist.   
 Earth science was the class where eve-
ryone fell asleep and no one had a clue what 
was going on. My earth science teacher told us 
that we would be lab partners and would 
equally share the workload for the class, this 
didn't exactly thrill me because I had no idea 
who this girl was but it would definitely be 
better than doing all the work myself. Not only 
was I wrong about her but I couldn't have 
imagined how this could be the start of a 
friendship that would never leave me the 
same.  The day I meet Amber was the day I 
lost my innocence.  
            Since it was a brand new school 
year and still relatively early in the day I 
had the energy to introduce myself. I 
looked up at her and said, "My name is 
Madeline," and waited for a response. It 
looked like she was thinking about her 
name, like she forgot. Since I wasn't usu-
ally so forward, the pause made me uneasy 
and I started to imagine different ways I 
could sneak out the classroom without her 
noticing. She finally looked up at me and 
said "My name is Amber."  Our Teacher 
looked like she belonged in a trailer some-
where in Tennessee and it seemed like we 
were the only ones who found her mullet 
hair cut and thick, round framed glasses 
hilarious. The more Amber and I made fun 
of our ridiculous science class the closer 
we became, soon we weren't only talking 
about earth science but we were talking 
about everything. 

 One day I asked her about her 
family after I realized that she never men-
tioned her home life. I babbled on and on 
about how much my brothers irritated me, 
but she never said a word about her family. 
When I asked her she simply looked at me 
and said, "If I knew what a real family was 
suppose to be like I would go out and look 
for one."  At that moment I could only look 
at her because all of my words had escaped 
me. She said things like that often, I was 
always speechless. 
  Amber always had an extreme sad-
ness to her, like the kind of sadness you 
would imagine a poet to have. When I first 
met her I thought she looked like a very 
feminine boy.  

The Thoma will be running a 
special section each edition 
dedicated to the experiences 
and obstacles our students have 
faced.  From the good all the 
way down to the bad, 
“Something Happened” will be a 
way for students to express the 
moments that have changed 
their lives forever. 
 
We thank our contributing writ-
ers in advance for sharing their 
stories with us and encourage 
our entire body to speak out 
their voices. 

“ S t r a n g e r ”  
She always wore a broken pair of 

glasses that were so thick that if used cor-
rectly, you could be responsible for creating a 
small fire. She dressed in oversized t-shirts 
and old smelly sneakers. She also had a lot of 
bruises, bruises that looked like she was either 
really bad or really good at playing soc-
cer.  Amber used to always tell me how 
clumsy she was but I can't ever remember see-
ing her fall. As the school year continued, her 
behavior got even more questionable. She 
would be missing from school for days even 
weeks. When she got back I would ask her 
why she was gone for so long and she would 
tell me that she had the flu. None of her ex-
cuses ever made sense.             

During midterm exams our teacher 
announced that we would have a project in-
stead of a test. I was excited because it meant 
that Amber and I would be able to hang out, 
outside of school and I would finally be able 
to meet her family. Amber didn't look as 
pleased. We were going to do our project on 
chemical rain and its effect on the environ-
ment. She wanted to do the project in my 
house but my mom wasn't home because she 
always worked late and I wasn't allowed to 
have guest when she wasn't home. So we were 
going to do it in her house instead. Amber and 
I walked to her house on a cloudy Thursday 
afternoon the weather seemed to imitate Am-
ber's mood. It was clear she really didn't want 
me to meet her family. I wondered what could 
possibly be so bad about them. Amber was 

jittery the whole walk to her house. She fi-
nally led me up the steps of a big yellow 
house with white shutters. The yard was a 
mess and smelled like wet grass. There were 
brown and orange leaves spread all over the 
front steps. I couldn't have imagined what was 
on the other side of her front door. She went 
to open the door and stopped; she looked at 
me and said, "My family isn't like other peo-
ples’ families." 

  Inside her house you could smell 
stale booze and burned cooking. Her mom 
was asleep on the couch and looked more like 
a rag doll than an actual person. My jaw 
dropped. I was shocked and when Amber saw 
my face, she ran up the stairs crying. I quickly 
followed her, dodging all the toys and clothes 
scattered all over the floor. I found her crying 
curled up in a ball; she said "It's okay you can 
leave! I know you want to! No one under-
stands she has to drink just to feel numb, so 
she can make believe she doesn't know what's 
going on!" I turned to her and said, "I'm not 
going anywhere, what you mean, so she's 
numb to what? Amber got up and pulled up 
her pant leg and pointed to a horrible looking 
black and blue mark and said "So she doesn't 
feel this, or that or this." She kept pointing out 
bruises all over her body.  

My heart stopped beating. "Who did 
that to you?"  

She looked down and said "He 
punches me down one day then calls me 
Daddy's little girl the next day."  

 It all started to make sense, how did-
n't I see it before. The bruises, the old clothes, 
all the days she was missing from school, it all 
suddenly came together. "Why didn't you tell 
someone, tell me?" I yelled. She laughed and 
said, "What are you going to do? Hit him 
back? I'm better off here than in some foster 
family. No matter how hard he hits us we still 
have some place to live, we're not homeless!" 
I couldn't believe my ears, "I'm going to tell 
someone, I'm going to help, "I cried.  "No, No 
you can't please. Don't they'll take me away, 
my mom needs me." She cried and cried until 
I agreed I wouldn't say a word. We talked all 
afternoon. She told me about how her dad al-
most killed her mother, and if it wasn't for 
Amber he probably would have. That's when 
her mom really started to drink. Her mom was 
drunk most of the day. She would rather be 
knocked out from the liquor than be awake for 
her daily beatings. I never could have imag-
ined what her life was really like. We didn't 
do our science project. I told her she could 
always call me, I told her I'd always be there 
for her. As soon as it got dark she rushed me 
out and told me that before long her dad 
would come home, and he didn't like com-
pany. 

  I knew that I should have said some-
thing, all the way home I wanted to run back 
and just stay in her sad house. Maybe if I did 
we would still be friends.  Maybe if I did stay 
she would still be alive. The next day of 
school she wasn't there, once I saw her empty 
seat my heart fell to the ground, I felt my 
chest tighten and I couldn't breathe. They took 
me to the nurse's office and she told me I was 
having a panic attack. It happened that very 
night I went to her house; the night we were 
supposed to be doing our project. The officer 
told us that her dad came home that night and 
he was drunk. He beat them both to death. I 
still blame myself. I don't know why I prom-
ised her I wouldn't say anything. If I had she 
would still be here. I still remember the first 
day of class, I thought she was just like me, I 
thought we were innocent, I was wrong. I re-
member going to her funeral, and lighting a 
candle. A candle for a stranger.  

“She would rather be 
knocked out from the 
liquor than be awake for 
her daily beatings.” 

If you or someone you know is being abused, 
contact:  
The National Domestic Violence 

Hotline. 
1-800-799-SAFE 

 

Don’t wait another minute. 
Raise your voice and safe a life! 



 
 
 
 
 

FREE DELIVERY! 
 

10% Off with  
Student ID! 

Recent Spartan 
Scores 

Men’s Basketball 
1-15-08  W to Mercy College, 70-47 
1-19-08  W to Molloy College, 80-75 
1-23-08  L to University of New Haven, 75-69 
1-30-08  W to Concordia College, 63-62 
 
Women’s Basketball 
1-15-08  L to Mercy College, 68-56 
1-19-08  L to Molloy College, 89-86 in OT 
1-21-08  L  to Adelphi University, 62-52 
1-23-08  L   to University of New Haven, 74-71 
1-30-08   L   to Concordia College, 61-59 
 

Upcoming Games 
 

Men’s Basketball 
Date                             Opponent                                 Time 
2-9-08                   Adelphi University                         3:00pm 
2-13-08             University of Bridgeport                    7:30pm 
2-16-08                  at Dowling College                       3:00pm 
2-20-08                      LIU- CW Post                           7:30pm 
2-23-08                      Mercy College                          3:00pm 
 
Women’s Basketball 
Date                         Opponent                                     Time 
2-9-08                   Adelphi University                        1:00pm 
2-13-08             University of Bridgeport                    5:30pm 
2-16-08                 at Dowling College                        1:00pm 
2-20-08                     LIU- CW Post                            5:30pm 
2-23-08                     Mercy College                            1:00pm 

GIANT CHAMPIONS! 

Manning vs. Brady 
 

          27       Age    30 
 

   1-3-81   Birthday   8-3-77 
 

          New Orleans      Hometown   San Mateo, CA 
 

           Ole Mississippi    College    Michigan 
 

             4    Years in the NFL    8 
 

        1      Superbowls    4 

Danielle Connolly 
Staff Writer 
 
 
 After an 0-2 start to the season the New York 
Giants are Superbowl Champions.  The Giants beat 
the undefeated New England Patriots with a score of 
17—14 to end this amazing playoff run.  This was 
the Giants eleventh consecutive road game win. 
 The Giants were underdogs going into every 
playoff game and the Superbowl was no exception 
as the Patriots were favored by points.  This under-
dog status has become the team’s battle cry and they 
seem to feed off of it. 
 With the loss of key players including Jer-
emy Shockey and Mathias Kiwanuka due to injuries 
the rest of the team steeped up and proved that they 
didn’t let the pressure get to them.  Veterans like Mi-
chael Strahan and Amani Toomer knew what a Su-
perbowl appearance was like after losing to the Bal-
timore Ravens in the 2001 Superbowl and young 
players like Kevin Boss and Ahmad Bradshaw 
played as if they had been in situations of this mag-
nitude before.  For Giant fans this win means so much since it has been 17 

years since the Giants last won a Superbowl.  After an inconsistent 
season, many people credit Quarterback Eli Manning’s recent im-
proved performance with getting the Giants to where they are now.  
Also Head Coach Tom Coughlin’s popularity has soared.   At the 
end of last season after once again losing the first round playoff game 
many Giant fans and sports commentators believed that Coughlin 
should have been fired.  Now, many believe that he too was a driving 
force in the Giants’ postseason run. 
 The Patriots going into the game favored and with an 18-0 re-
cord behind them believed that they could defeat the Giants especially 
after defeating them five weeks earlier.  There was even a victory pa-
rade planned for them in Boston on Tuesday.  The Giants changed 
those plans. 
 The Superbowl MVP was Eli Manning.  Giant fans couldn’t 
be happier. 
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