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 Marion Jones, former 
track star, returned her Olympic 
Medals from the 2000 Summer 
Olympics in Sydney, Australia, earlier this 
month.  Jones won a total of five medals that 
year, including three gold and two bronze.  
Jones won the gold medals in the 1600 relay 
and the 100 and 200 meter relays.  The 
bronze medals were from the long jump and 
400 meter relay.  Jones returned the medals 
on October 8th to the United States Olympic 
Committee and the United States Anti- Dop-
ing Agency in Austin, Texas.  The medals 
will be sent to Colorado where the USOC 
headquarters are located.  They will then be 
given back to the International Olympic 
Committee.  It is up to the IOC to decide 
what to do with the medals.  If they choose to 
get rid of Jones’ scores from the Sydney 
Olympic Games then the gold medals will be 
given to the silver medalists in those events 
and the bronze medals will be awarded to the 
fourth place finishers.   
 The silver medalist in the 100 meter 
race was Katerina Thanou from Greece who 
is also under investigation for doping at the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens.    

Megan Nason 
Staff Writer 
    � 

 
    On Friday, October 12th, Al Gore jointly won the 
Nobel Prize for the work he has done to spread the aware-
ness of manmade climate control change and to lay the 
foundations of how to do it. After his movie “An Inconven-
ient Truth” he became a role model for putting an end to 
global warming.  He has said that global warming is not a 
political issue but a worldwide crisis. “We face a true 
planetary emergency. ... It is a moral and spiritual chal-
lenge to all of humanity. It is also our greatest opportunity 

to lift global consciousness to a higher level,” says Gore. 
With Al Gore becoming such a figure of this time, he is 
finally happier than he could possibly have been being 
vice-president of the US.    
 Winning the Nobel Prize has satisfied Gore, even 
though there is still encouragement from the public for him 
to run for President in the 2008 election. At this time, Gore 
does not seem that interested in becoming the next presi-
dent. Who knows what time will show. Based on his movie 
and numerous speeches about global warming, the issue has 
become a priority on the world agenda. Jose Manuel Bar-
roso, the president of the European Commission says, 
“Their contributions to the prevention of climate change 
has raised awareness all over the world. Their work has 
been an inspiration for politicians and citizens alike.” Con-
gratulations Al Gore, I hope you enjoy your gold medal and 
your 1.5 million dollars that you deserve for making this 
issue again another worldwide eye opener. Hopefully, this 

time something is done to stop global warming.  

Stephen Rubino 
Staff Writer 
   � 
 October is a time when many 
things occur. The leaves turn orange and 
red, the television is filled with nonstop 
horror movies, and baseball’s fall clas-
sics returns. There is one thing that hap-
pens in October that is strictly for the 
students of St. Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege. Every year the school’s radio sta-
tion, “WSTK”, with help from the cam-
pus activities head Charles Pryor, brings 
Oktoberfest to the STAC students.   Be-
ing one of the managers of WSTK, and 
a student at St. Thomas Aquinas for my 
fourth year, I am proud to say Oktober-
fest had everything you could ask for 
and more. The event ran from 3:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM. It included inflatable 
games, such as an obstacle course, a 
bungee run and a jousting arena. Each 
inflatable was supervised by members 
of WSTK to make sure the students 
were safe at all times.    

 Also helping out this year was 
the National Broadcasting Society, 
who had a bobbing for apples table. 
Although at times the weather looked 
as if we were going to have to end 
early, the clouds would drift away, 
making it a fun filled day.  
 As always, Aramark provided 
us with a wonderful display of food 
which included burgers, hot dogs, po-
tato pancakes, salads, candy apples and 
a beautiful cake to wrap up our meal. 
As well as eating food at the event, t-
shirts were also given out.  
 There were a wide range of 
colored tee-shits that you could choose 
from, and each said Oktoberfest on 
them with a picture of the STAC Spar-
tan in the center. During the event, a 
reporter from the Journal News came 
to get a report on what was happening, 
which shows how big this event has 
become over the years. Thanks to the 
DJ’s of WSTK, the day was filled with 
a diverse mix of music, from Ozzy Os-
bourne to 50 Cent.    

 For the future, any club that 
wants to become more involved will 
be able to set up a table at the upcom-
ing Springfest in 2008. Being that this 
activity is for you, the students of St. 
Thomas Aquinas College, if you have 
any ideas for the Springfest or even 
Oktoberfest for 2008, come down to 
the radio station located at the 
Romano Center by the Pool Tables, or 
see Charles Pryor in his office. We 
can work on making this event even 
more enjoyable for you.    
 Once again, a special thanks 
to Steve Wilson and everyone who 
provided us with refreshments for the 
evening. Thanks to the head of Stu-
dent Activities, Charles Pryor and 
General Manager of the radio station, 
Brad Sarno, for helping organize the 
event. Thanks to WSTK DJ’s for run-
ning the inflatable games and setting 
up before and cleaning up after the 
event and also the National Broad-
casting Society for helping us make 
this day as great as it turned out to be.  

2007 Oktoberfest at Its Best 

 She has been suspended for 
two years.  The USOC is encourag-
ing that Jones’ teammates in the 
relays return their medals as well.  
Tow members of the 400 meter re-
lay team, Torri Edwards and 
Chryste Gaines, have also had is-
sues dealing with doping since 

2000. 
 According to the Associated Press, 
Jones pleaded guilty on October 5th in fed-
eral court in White Plains for lying about 
using steroids to federal investigators.  She 
admitted to using steroids from September 
2000 until July 2001.  The steroids have 
been connected to the lab BALCO, the same 
lab that is at the center of Barry Bonds’ ster-
oid controversy.  After announcing her re-
tirement, Jones later accepted a two year 
ban from track and field and arranged to 
surrender all results beginning in September 
2000.  Both the International Association of 
Athletics Federation and the USOC may ask 
Jones to pay back prize money and appear-
ance fees that they paid her.  Jones had 
hoped to make a comeback and win more 
gold in Beijing at the 2008 Olympics.   
 The USOC chairman, Peter Ueber-
roth, apologized to Australia and the other 
national Olympic Committees.  Ueberroth 
also said that next year’s Olympic team will 
be a clean one. 

Jones Gives Back Olympic Gold The Win Al Gore Deserves  

H a l l o w e e n    E d i t i o n 
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L e t t e r  f r o m  y o u r  e d i t o r :  “Write to be understood, 

Speak to be heard,  

Read to grow…”   
 

- Lawrence Clark Powell 

Annita Velasque 

Staff Writer 

   �  
 Have you ever taken free time out of your weekend or a holiday just to get out of town 
and go elsewhere? No plans, tour guides, maps or anything like that?  Well, believe it or not, it 
can be a great idea! Sometimes we are so stuffed into our own little world that we forget that 
there is a whole big world out there just waiting for us to go see.  And we do not even need to go 
that far away to do it. Here is one travel tip for a weekend that should be a lot of fun, as it was for 
me—Boston in two and a half days!  
 Columbus Day was on its way and my roommate and I decided that four days of doing 
nothing on campus was just too much to take. Being both of us are too far away from home, the 
question was where we should go. Well, here is the first tip: A bus ticket to Boston will not cost 
you more than $32! Google it and you will see I am telling the truth. So, we decided that Massa-
chusetts was our destiny and bought the tickets online.  
 But hey, where should we sleep at night? I was up for adventure, but not that much! 
Once again, Google came into the picture as being the owner of all the internet wisdom. And we 
had one word for Google: Hotels. It gave us dozens of them, of all different prices and locales 
and tastes. But there was this one single detail. None of them had room available for Saturday 
night. We tried as much as we could, but they were all booked. Should we give up the great idea? 
Maybe it was not so great after all; maybe it was just stupid!  
 However, from one of our several phone calls it turns out that we did find beds available 
for Sunday night, only. I know, it was not ideal, but that gave us the courage that we needed to go 
through with it. We figured, hey, we will find something when we get there! So, on Friday night 
we took the bus from Sparkill to New York City, and then the subway to Chinatown, from where 
our bus would departure. But all trips have their little problems, especially the ones that are not 
all that well planed!  
 What happened was that on the bus' website it said that the trip to Boston should take 
from four to six hours. So we figured that if we took the last night bus we would arrive there by 
morning and have all Saturday to enjoy the city. Right? Well, what really happened was that the 
trip only took three and a half hours and we arrived there too early in the morning – or, should I 
say, in the middle of the night? It was too soon to go out and visit, too late to get a room at any 
hotel. Good thing we are young and adventurous! We just took our seats at the bus station and 
waited for the morning to come. What I should say was quite of a spectacle!  
 So after that one rough night, we spent the day walking around and getting to know the 
city. We went to the New England Aquarium - which is certainly a must see, then we found 
Quincy Market, the place to eat whatever you feel like eating (believe me, they will have it!), and 
after to Beacon Hill, the most charming neighborhood in Boston. A good tip– if you are a mu-
seum type of person, is to get the City Pass that gives you tickets to six attractions between muse-
ums, the Aquarium, and the 50th floor observatory. You save around $35! We did not make it to 
all the six places but we still saved money. 
 Another must see in Boston is the Museum of Fine Arts, which is the equivalent of our 
MoMA here in New York City. But they have some things that we certainly don't and that you 
won't have the chance to see very often such as mummies, and a lot of other Egyptian, Indian, 
Japanese, Chinese, and African art. They also have the largest Monet collection outside of 
France! For the baseball fans, I know I am going to be crucified, but I visited Fenway Park and 
the Red Sox store. Come on! It is a famous field! But the best tip of all has to be to get on the 
orange subway line and go to Harvard. Better yet, to Cambridge, the little town just next to Bos-
ton where the university is located. We were lucky to bump into their Octoberfest and a big street 
fair. It was lots of fun, with bars and all different kinds of people and cool stores to see.  
 You are probably wondering where we slept on Saturday night, right? Well, we called 
our Sunday night hotel and they said that if we made it there before six o'clock they would get us 
a bed. Guess what? We were there by three! After this long weekend, we almost missed the bus, 
but managed to get back to Sparkill alive and without any injuries. So I will have to recommend 
that whenever you get the chance, just go for it!   

Sincerely… Today’s Confession 
Matt Ehret 
Contributing Writer 
� 

I miss everything about you  
Since I’ve been gone 

Everything about you 
Caused my heart to stay 
When I wiped the tears  

from your eyes 
And watched your mascara run 

You held me gently in  
your vice grip 

We never can let them  
separate us 

No crow bar can pry  
our hands apart  

My heart’s in a locket 
And only you have the key 
     No crow bar can pry  
         the locket open  
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Columbus Adventure 

 

Poem 

 Luckily for you guys I am completely and utterly 

exhausted so I’ll keep this note short, sweet and to the 

point. (Much like myself!)   I just wanted to congratulate 

everyone on making it out of their midterms alive.         

(I didn’t hear about any heart attacks, strokes or deaths 

on campus, so it’s certainly an accomplishment.)  We’re 

half way there—almost another semester under our 

belts with another holiday season worth of blood, sweat, 

and shopping quickly approaching.  I finally got around to 

picking up a bag of Kit-Kats to fulfill my Halloween candy 

craving,  and there’s already bags upon bags of “Santa’s 

Chocolate Goodies”  attacking the shelves.  In any case, I 

hope you all enjoy whatever’s left of the month of Octo-

ber.  If you are short or still mistaken for a twelve year 

old, make sure you milk Halloween for all it’s worth like 

the good old days— because I know I certainly will.  And 

if your too embarrassed to still ring a few door bells for 

some free candy, all I can say is thanks…. More candy for 

me! 

Enjoy our Halloween 

special of The THOMA 

with a two page spread 

of some eerie facts and 

tidbits to get you in the 

ghoulish spirit!   

 

� 

Peace  &  Love, 
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��In Poland, the court and 150 policemen evicted 65 sisters 

and monks from a convent who were living there illegally for two years as 
a ploy to rebel against the Vatican. 

 
� Rapper T.I was arrested for machine gun charges right before he was scheduled to 
perform at the BET Hip Hop Awards. 
 
� British biologist and Nobel Prize winner James Watson, commonly known for his 
development of the double helix structure of DNA,  was suspended from his research 
laboratory for racial slurs. 
 
� Comedy Central star, Stephen Colbert, has announced his candidacy for the 2008 
presidential election.  
 
� A signed letter of complaint from 41 Senators to Rush Limbaugh raised over $2 
million on an E-bay auction for charity.  He referred to the veterans of the Iraq War as 
“phony soldiers.” 
 
� Schools, gyms, and nursing homes around the U.S. are becoming more cautious as 
the Staph bacteria is being spread, causing illnesses and even death.  The bacteria does 
not respond to antibiotics and is spread by skin-to-skin contact with open wounds, un-
clean restrooms, sports equipment, and sharing items such as towels. 
 
� Ellen DeGeneres has an emotional week as a pet adoption agency takes away her 
dog Iggy, whom Ellen gave to her hairdresser’s children. 
 
� After Kevin Federline requested an emergency court hearing, Britney Spears lost 
visitation rights of her sons Preston and Jayden.  She will only have temporary rights 
until the court decides on October 26th as to the future custody. 
 
� The FBI began an investigation of magician David Copperfield who is involved in 
an alleged case of sexual misconduct.   
 
� Author J.K Rowling announced that Dumbledore, one of her lead characters in the 
Harry Potter book series, is indeed homosexual. 
 
� Bobby Jindal, (Rep.) has become the nation’s youngest governor at the age of 36. 

NEWS BRIEFS 

ENTERTAINMENT  

& 
Octobe

r’s 
Kristy Herman 
Staff Writer 
   � 
 
 For those looking for fine art worthy of gracing the 
halls of the Met, look no farther than Piermont. Every three 
weeks, new artists are showcased at the Piermont Fine Arts 
Gallery, located on Ash Street by the pier. If you are lucky 
enough to visit on the opening night, complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres are served and you can speak to the artist face to 
face. I stopped by recently to see what was on display, and 
was treated to a show of multiple artists, headlined by Ann 
Winston Brown and Andrew Rostolder. However, the paint-
ings by Joyce Kanyuk were what truly stole the spotlight.  
Kanyuk, a retired art teacher from the Clarkstown School 
System and resident of Rockland Country for over thirty 
years, has an impressive resume. She earned her BFA from 
Syracuse University and a Masters degree in Art Education 
from the College of New Rochelle. She studied watercolor 
with the famous Carolyn Pederson, NWS, and has had her 
own work displayed in numerous NY and NJ shows. She is 
also associated with several art societies, offering her time 
and energy to bring aesthetic harmony into the universe.  
 This celebrated artist specializes in two areas: water-
color and their 3-D representations. Cardboard, rice, beans, 
wire meshing, and other recycled materials go into some of 
her works to offer a new twist on her beautiful, classic 
pieces. She says, “I get satisfaction from pushing the 
boundaries of watercolor by painting on different surfaces,” 
and, “I thrive on challenging myself and experimenting.” A 
few of my favorites include “Alaskan Sunrise” a watercolor 
landscape painted while on a cruise in Alaska, and “Roses in 
a Fishbowl”- a shockingly realistic display of depth and 
shadow. Her 3-D creations are even more fantastic; 
“Autumn” and “Freeman Farm” show such creativity that 
they deserve special recognition.   
 I am a firm believer that a life without artistic ex-
pression is one that is devoid of passion and inspiration. For 
an instant pick me up, visit the Piermont Fine Arts Gallery 
or one of the many other galleries that line the streets of 
towns around the area. If you are interested, there will be a 
special holiday show from December 14- December 31. 
Check it out!  

For more information, visit  
 www.piermontfinearts.com or www.joycekanyuk.com 

 

Jennifer Panaro 
Staff Writer 
      � 
 
Warning: Spoilers! 
  
            Eddie Cantrow (Ben Stiller) is a single guy 
living in San Francisco, California who is not looking 
for a commitment.  He goes to his ex fiancé’s wed-
ding and a few days later he meets a women named 
Lila (Akerman). He befriends her after she is mugged 
and tries to find the guy who did it. They start dating 
and he feels that he is truly in love with her. Unfortu-
nately for him, she tells him the news that she has to 
move to another country because she is an environ-
mental researcher. She also tells him that the only 
way she won’t have to move is if she gets married. 
He talks to his father Doc (Jerry Stiller) and his 
friend Michael (Bryant) and both of them tell him 
that he is too selective when it comes to finding a 
wife. Every girl he dates seems fine until it comes 
time to getting married.  

Artistic Expression  

in Piermont 

 There he has an encounter with Miranda 

again and she tells him that she is single again. 

However, once again he is on his honeymoon 

with someone new and this time it isn’t working 

out either. The same thing is happening. What 

will happen? Will he dump his new wife? Will 

Miranda and 

Eddie finally 

hook up? That is 

for you to find 

out so go see it 

while it is out. 

            The 

Heartbreak Kid 

is recommended 

for college kids 

and older.  Ben 

Stille and Jerry 

Stiller’s person-

alities make it all 

worth while.  It’s definitely a movie for people 

who love Ben Stiller and like a lot of laughs. 

Once again, we see a team of father and son Still-

ers are when they work together. So don’t wait 

for this movie to go to your local video store.  It 

is a movie that you don’t want to miss. 
             

When the subject of marriage 
comes up he feels that the girl 
isn’t right for him.  So what does 
he do? He decides to finally take 
the plunge and marry Lila. They 

go on their honeymoon to Cabo and that is 
when the drama starts. He finds out that she 
wants sex all the time,  is immature,  has ma-
jor mood swings, used to take drugs in the 
past and now owes money.  On top of all 
this, she doesn’t have a job since what he 
thought was her job was just  volunteer work.  
 Then one night when he is cooling 
down after a big fight, he meets a girl 
Miranda (Monghan) who is visiting her fam-
ily and on vacation.  When Lila is in the 
room he starts spending time with Miranda 
and soon finds himself falling for her. Then 
the  worst part comes and he has to break off 
his marriage with Lila. He does it and then 
go finds Miranda. When he finally goes to 
find her, he finds out that she is married to 
her old boyfriend Cal (Sneed) and she is mad 
at Eddie because he tried to pick her up when 
he was on his honeymoon.  She only married 
Cal because she was upset with Eddie she 
didn’t marry out of love. Eddie goes back 
home and leaves California and works at 
Cabo at a bar.  

The Heartbreak Kid 
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Online registration for SPRING 2008 begins as early as November 2nd! 
 

The Registrar’s office has mailed registration packets to all current undergraduate students.  Check your mailbox today!   
 
Registration materials were mailed home for commuter students and were sent inter-college to the STAC mailbox for    resident stu-
dents.  

 

Enclosed in your registration packet is a customized registration form. Review your Registration Form for accuracy since certain 
classes have major/level restrictions. 
 

Registration Instructions:   
 
You may register on the day that matches your level (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior or Senior).  Reminder, we only count credits that 
you have already completed.  Credits for the courses you are currently taking are NOT CALCULATED FOR PURPOSES OF REG-

ISTRATION.  Please contact the Registrar’s Office if you have questions about your level.  
 

STEP 1 

Go to www.stac.edu and click on Current Students link on the top of the page.  

Click on the Banner Self Service for Students link. 
Your user ID is your Student ID number (found on your registration form label) 

Enter your Personal PIN code. 
This will give you access to your prior academic work.   It will also give you access to an online schedule of classes.   

 

STEP 2 

Review the schedule and select the courses you wish to take in Spring 2008 semester 
 

STEP 3 

Make an appointment with your assigned advisor. You need to meet your advisor BEFORE your scheduled registration date.  
 
NOTE:  Students who are pursuing the Adolescent 7-12 Certification must see both their Advisor in their content area as well as 
their Education Advisor. 
 

STEP 4 

Your assigned advisor will provide your REGISTRATION ACCESS CODE (RAC).  This is a 5 digit code will be valid for the 
Spring 2008 registration only and can ONLY be provided by your ASSIGNED ADVISOR. 
 

STEP 5 

Pay your registration deposit directly to the Business Office.  This must be done PRIOR to registration.   
 

STEP 6 

You may begin registering online as of 7:30 am per your ASSIGNED DATE as follows: 
 

   SENIORS    Friday, November  2 

           JUNIORS    Friday, November  9 

           SOPHOMORES   Friday, November 16 

  FRESHMAN            Friday, November 30 
 

 * If you do not wish to use online registration, you may come to the Registrar’s Office  

on the above dates between 1:30pm and 3:45pm on the above Fridays. * 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Note: 
In order to ensure that you will not have difficulty accessing Banner Self Service for Students,  
we strongly recommend that you sign on to the site prior to registration.   
 
  This will allow you to view: 

    Business office holds 
    Academic transcript 
    Class schedules 
    Mid-term grades 

 

On Line Registration Ends on Friday December 14th at 1:00pm.  After this date all registrations,  

adds and drops must be done in person at the Registrar’s Office.  

Starting Monday, December 17th there will be a $25 change of program fee. 

Students who wish to take 18 credits must get permission to do so prior to their assigned registration day.  

Approval to take 18 credits is granted by the Registrar, Ms. Millie Alexiou (SPEL101)  

or the Director of Academic Advising,  Ms. Andrea Kraeft. 
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Stephen Rubino   
Staff Writer 
   � 
  

 After George Steinbrenner announced that if Joe Torre did not 
make it out of the American League Division Series, Joe would most 
likely have to say bye to his job as the Yankee manager, Joe had 
enough of working for Steinbrenner. On October 18th 2007, after being 
with the Yankees for 12 seasons, Torre declined the Yankees offer to a 
one-year deal.   Torre, who came to the Yankees in November of 1995, 
has done everything for the boys in pinstripes and more. He has led 
them to the post season each of the twelve seasons that he has been 
there.   

B a s i c      B a c k g r o u n d  
 
I am proud to say I was born in Brooklyn, NY, in 1949, and later grew up in Bergen 
County, New Jersey.   I have attended a number of universities in the past.  I received 
my B.A. in 1972 from the University of Delaware.  I studied Fine Arts with a concentra-
tion in photography and art education.  After graduation in 1972, I had a news photo-
graph published on the front page of the New Jersey Bergen Record.  In 1979, I re-
ceived a professional certificate in 16mm film production from New York University 
which was the main reason I shot many music videos in the 1980's and 1990's.  One of 
which granted me a certain amount of infamy among my CA students by being broad-
cast on MTV's Headbangers Ball (please forgive me for actively participating in the de-
cline of Western civilization).  In 1993, I received my Master of Arts degree in Commu-
nication from William Paterson University.  Finally in 2003, I received my Master of 
Fine Arts degree from William Paterson University.  While completing my thesis paper 
I made videos, paintings, installations and illuminated photo and text displays exhibited 
in my thesis show.  My professors, who were actually my peers, referred to me as the 
"Anomaly".  What a perfect description of my life in academia.  
  
I am now an associate professor of communication arts at STAC and teach 
TV production and mass media courses.  I recently became the advisor to the new     
National Broadcast Society chapter at STAC.  

P r o f e s s o r  P r o f i l e — B i l l  P r i o r  

JL:  Who are the top three artists on your itunes? 

WP:  It’s mostly a retro play list, innovators like Dick Dale surf guitar, 
the classics like The Doors, Led Zep, AC-DC etc.  I saw Alice in Chains 
with my son this summer. 
 
JL:  What is the first thing you would do with a million dollars? 
WP:  Regretfully notify Dr. Fitzpatrick of my retirement. 
  
JL:  If someone made a movie about your life, what actor would play 

you? 
WP:  Funny, because that's the exact question I have been asking my 
Mass Media students for the last 15 years. The only actor that could play 
me, is me.  I'm a method actor, I think I would be pretty good at it . 
  
JL:  What class do you look most forward to teaching each semester? 

WP:  I like them all but lately I have become a passionate supporter of the 
new interactive forms of media that are challenging traditional media so 
the Intro to Mass Media class has become the most interesting forum for 
new ideas.  
  
JL:  Favorite new TV show this season? 
WP:  Survivorman on Discovery.  We should all know how to survive by 
eating ants and grasshoppers. 
   
JL:  What was your favorite Halloween costume as a child? 

WP: Does being hit with a chalk filled sock and having raw eggs thrown 
at you pass for a costume? 
  
JL:  What is something you've learned as you grew up that you 

wouldn't want to admit  to your mother that she was right? 

WP:  I watched the Sopranos so I know she was right when she said the 
Mafia doesn't exist anymore. 
  
JL:  What is your most embarrassing hobby people wouldn't know 

just by looking at you? 

WP:  My wife makes me watch Dancing With The Stars 

 

� Interview by: Jessica M. Liss 

JL:  When did you first start working at STAC and what was your 

first impression of the school? 
WP:  I started in 1994 and my first impression was that I was hired be-
cause they needed a new sheriff in town. 
 
JL:  What was your favorite class in college? 
WP:  I wish I could write a whole page on my college experiences be-
cause I absolutely loved every minute.  I went to school in revolutionary 
times and quite literally during the time I attended college, I was set free.  
I did it all,  Played football, listened to the music that was supposed to 
change the world, rode to Woodstock on a Triumph just like Bob Dy-
lan's,  photographed student riots on campus after the invasion of Cambo-
dia,  Marched on Washington D.C., waved the peace sign to strang-
ers,  used words like "man" and "far out", fell off my roommate's Vespa 
scooter as it crashed into a Pennslyvania river bed (just like Dylan 
again).  What a transformative time to go to college.  I never wanted it to 
end.  Come to think of it, it never did.  Some people are lucky to never 
stop learning.  
 

JL:  What was your least favorite? 

WP:  The University of Delaware was a land grant college so by law, 
every male student had to attend Reserve Officer Training Corps 
classes.  I hated that class and it was my only "D" in college.  I had to 
take apart an M16 and reassemble it in less than two or three minutes.  Its 
ironic that when I took placement tests to figure what future profession I 
might be inclined to match, the tester laughed and said, " the two profes-
sional inventories that your profile matches best are...an artist and you 
guessed it...an army general.  Another anomaly to consider.  
  
JL:  What clubs/ organizations/ sports were you involved in college? 
WP:  I played freshman football for the University of Delaware, but my 
sports dreams were ended when I was blind sided by MR. Conway Hay-
man,  who later played defensive tackle for the Houston Oilers. 
  
JL:  If you were a can of soup, what flavor would you be? 

WP:  V-8 
 
JL:  What was your first job? 
WP:  Home newspaper delivery boy for the Bergen Record. 
 
JL:  What was your most embarrassing moment? 
WP:  It wasn't just a moment it was the late 70's disco era.  Use your 
imagination. 

I am a Yankee fan, but it seems 
as though lately Steinbrenner 
likes slapping his key men in the 
face. Andy Pettite pitched an 

amazing game in 2003 during the World Series, but since he did not care be-
cause there was no “W”, Pettite left. Bernie Williams, one of the most respected 
Yankees during Steinbrenner’s time here, did not even get signed to come back 
to the team—he got invited to spring training. Williams deserves to step on that 
field more than anyone on that team does right now, so Williams declines this 
disgraceful offer.   Now Torre, after all he has done, has his job threatened be-
cause of a best out of five game series. It is ridiculous. He helped manage a 
team that won the ALCS six times and the World Series four times, which in-
cluded 14 straight World Series game victories. 

Joe Torre: Gone But Not Forgotten 

Continued on Page 9 
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Melissa Vitiello 
Staff Writer 
   �  
 
 On October 18th, a passionate, long-term au-
thor named Collette Inez visited St. Thomas Aquinas 
College for a Writers Workshop.  She currently 
teaches a beginners writing workshop at Colombia 
University and has received several awards for her 
allusive and immersed pieces of writing, including an 
award from the Rockefeller Foundation.   
            She recited a few of her favorite works, most 
of which were poetry. The first poem she read was 
when she first departed from a children’s home and 
how excited she was when she heard the “astonishing 
news” that two men have finally come for her. A 
feeling of relation and connection came over me as I 
understood her appreciation of that moment in time. 
She indicated a good experience at the home but even 
so, the assurance and realization that she was moving 
on to more extraordinary things in life is worth a 
great deal. She recalled the “smell of cologne” which 
was what she remembered when the two men came 
for her.   
 The audience was in awe as she expressed 
her writing and the details she included which con-
sumed her listeners…painting us a picture of how she 
appeared in her “new red dress and blue coat”. How 
alluring and majestic she felt.  

Kaitlyn Giroux  
Staff Writer 
   � 
 
 On October 16th, 2007,   
approximately 80 people including 
students, family and faculty, gath-
ered as four students took a chance 
at the comedy scene. The four fi-
nalists: John Intravaia, Dan Cum-
mings, Felipe “Flip” Martinez, and 
Bridget Emsworth each competed 
for the chance to win a $75 Ameri-
can Express gift card. Judged by 
Charles Pryor, Sean Mundy and 
Dana Svarczkopf, the finalists 
each took 15-20 minutes to give 
their best comedic routine. 
 “Flip” Martinez was the 
first comic to hit the stage and im-
mediately poked fun at STAC’s 
very own Charles Pryor and Pro-
fessor Keppler. In response to his 
humorous views on how the two 
faculty members conduct them-
selves, Flip had the crowd laugh-
ing in agreement to his routine. He also talked of 
the humorous possibility of a rapper with 
Tourette’s and how great it would be if individuals 
were able to dance their way out of trouble.  Flip’s 
dance moves and overall mannerisms made his set 
that much more enjoyable. 
 John Intravaia, a sophomore, was the sec-
ond comedian to hit the stage. From the moment 
his set began until after it had ended, the audience 
talked about it and roared in laughter. His opening 
line was “Are there any freshmen in the 
crowd? ...Good, I hate you,” and it immediately 
set the hilarious tone for the rest of his act. 

Writers  
         Workshop 

 With the sound of her fragile voice and 
the words and descriptions she recited, it was 
evident that she remains passionate about those 
people and experiences she encountered through-
out her life. She also wrote a piece about E .E 
Cummings, a famously acclaimed poet who she 
strongly endeared…from across the street from 
where she lived – literally. Before she recited the 
poem, she told us about her admiration for his 
work, his constant use of “lower – case letters” 
and how elated she was to live directly across the 
street from him. Then, faint chuckles were heard 
from within the audience as she told us that she 
decided to “stalk” him one day and follow him 
“like an old dog”. Again, the audience becomes 
engrossed as she describes the scent of a 
“bakery”, when walking down the street follow-
ing him.  Her curiosity about what kind of food 
he was going to buy – “deli salami” or “pickles 
the color of a lagoon” once again  painted a vivid 
picture in minds of the audience of what she was 
seeing, smelling, thinking. Finally, her poem 
construes her “itch to compose” when reading his 
work and she is just so “in love with your lines”.  
            You listen to her and comprehend what 
she did – how she literally followed someone she 
admired and thought to herself how awesome it 
would be to live across the street from someone 
she dearly admired –whether it be a star football 
player, famous singer, novelist.  She spoke of 
types of things you would smell when following 
them or what kind of “itch” you receive when 
acknowledging what they do best and maintain a 
passion for.  Or you think about a time from your 
past when you felt like you were finally moving 
on and you looked and felt extravagant.  

            Perhaps you remember when you 
graduated high school and your long thick, 
silky fresh robe; the sound of your principal 
calling your name to go up and take your 
diploma retrieves a memory and sense of 
achievement, fulfillment, and nobility.  
 Only those with a “gift for writing” 
can cause you to feel like you’re reliving an 
event or memory, painting for you, the exact 
picture they have in their mind, or bringing 
that special person to you. You, the reader, or 
listener shall I say, never actually see, smell, 
feel, hear or experience what the writer them 
self has but – if the sound of words or visual 
of text captivate you, intrigue you, and force 
you to imagine and put yourself in her exact 
situation, feel as if you were there – than 
that’s a writer! As I sat there, took notes, and 
listened, I could picture the images she was 
throwing at the audience, the gleaming smile 
on her face, in her pleasant bantam dress. 
The feeling of excitement and enthusiasm 
when following one she admired greatly – it 
was like reliving her most significant mo-
ments in her life.  

And the Last Comic Standing Is... 
 Dan Cummings, another sophomore, 
described his comical experiences at prior jobs. 
He spoke of the humor in dealing with ridicu-
lous customers and did so in a way that every-

one who ever worked in retail could 
relate to and find the hilarity in. 
 Bridget Emsworth, the only 
junior and female performing at this 
event, spoke of personal experi-
ences as well. She poked fun at 
children and said how most of them 
are “ugly, have no teeth, and have a 
cold.” At this opening, every person 
in the audience knew they were in 
for a treat. She continued with her 
stories of how she used to teach 
kids how to swim, and how she 
came to be known as the “mean 
lifeguard.” The crowd fell off their 
seats as she claimed, “the only per-
son who thought I was cute was 
Marilyn Manson.” The mimicking 
of her mother as she told of her 
mother’s nonchalant, comical ways 
had the audience crying from laugh-
ter. Her descriptive gestures, voice 
changes and facial expressions fur-

ther made the comedy experience that much 
more hilarious. Bridget’s stories and comedic 
gestures earned her the highest score from the 
judges and thus, the privilege of winning 
STAC’s Last Comic Standing. 
 Together, these four comedians 

brought the audience to tears from laughing so 

hard. The overall atmosphere of the night was a 

complete success and everyone seemed as 

though they enjoyed themselves immensely. 

With free refreshments, friendly laughs and 

faces, the night was definitely one to never for-

get. 

 John spoke of hilarious situations, which 
had people rolling on the floor and what made it 
ten times funnier was the fact that these situa-
tions occurred in his very own life.  

 He told the story of his nickname 
“Shaft,” which actually came from the fact that 
on a dare, he took a Viagra pill and well, I do not 
think I have to tell you the aftermath of that skit. 
He also poked fun at being scarred from acciden-
tally walking in on his grandfather and his grand-
father’s girlfriend having sex.  John did a flaw-
less job at playing off the crowd’s reaction with 
each new joke and he did so in such a way that 
made individuals not want his act to ever end. As 
an individual who has aspirations of being a co-
median one day, he definitely proved to himself 
and the entire audience that he has what it takes 
to do so.  
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Jessica M. Liss 

Staff Writer 
    � 
 Life is filled with metaphors. (He’s a wizard with figures.  You are my sunshine.  Love is 
war… just to name a few!) But I have never seen something completely based on the creativity of 
metaphors as Happy Days, a play written by Samuel Beckett.  Beckett was an Irish writer whose 
works range from short stories and poems to plays and television spots.  His writings are filled with 
pessimistic attitudes of humanity and Happy Days is considered one of his more “upbeat” works.  It 
is an ironic statement since the content is decently depressing with just some rays of positive light. 
 On October 18, 2007, STAC senior Amanda Skrapits performed her interpretation of the 
play in Sullivan Theatre as the lead role Winnie, an older woman who is buried in the earth, both 
literally and figuratively.  Skrapits spends the entirety of the play wrapped in brown drapes to sym-
bolize the dirt she lives under.  She never says why she’s in such a state and doesn’t care to tell the 
audience. Winnie wakes up to the sound of a bell and goes about her daily routine of removing her 
items out of her most precious brown paper bag – a toothbrush, a comb, lipstick, a nail file, and oh 
yeah, even a gun.  Her day consists of “waiting for the bell to ring” and compulsive dialoging of ran-
domness to her husband Willie, (Dimitry Tchertkoff) who happens to live in a hole behind her.  He 
says very few words and struggles to crawl around, but never looks at Winnie.  Willie seems to ig-
nore her as she continues with a never ending speech, (I can’t blame him, I’m sure most husbands do 
the same!) All she can do is question the world, reminisce of their once great love, and pray. 
 Beckett informs us “In this play you have the combination of the strange and the practical, 
the mysterious and the factual. This is the crux of both the comedy and the tragedy of it.”  And 
strange it surely is. 
 Act II isn’t anymore descriptive or disclosing as to what has happened to this couple.  Now, 
Winnie is covered up to her neck, buried underground.  Winnie is surely an optimist who tries to 
make the best out of her miserable life, but her attitude is slowly declining.  As the end approaches, 
Willie struggles to face Winnie after all this time and softly whispers her name before collapsing.  
She, with faith, ends the act with a simple phrase, “Another happy day after all…so far.” 
 Happy Days is certainly not a play where you can sit back and relax.  The complex peculiar-
ity makes you question all the underlying messages of the play.  In such lives we live today, the play 
represents the concept of minimalism.  The two characters represent being stuck in a situation, not 
knowing how you got there or how you will ever escape.  It is something we all can relate to at one 
point or another in the span of our lives. 
 There may be little to say about the content, but in terms of acting, Amanda Skrapits and 
Dimitry Tchertkoff gave a staggering performance by really putting their minds and skills to such 
bizarre characters.  How she sat so still on stage for over an hour, reciting the writer’s words is be-
yond me.  (My guess is that it’s the gift of gab all females seem to inherit.) Under the direction of 
Sean Mundy, this was surely a hit for those looking for a ‘happy day.’ 

Kristy Herman 

Staff Writer 
    � 
 On Saturday, October 13, 
members of the Biology Club took 
part in the Annual Light the Night 
Walk, sponsored by the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society. The 
event, lasting from 5pm-9pm, in-
cluded live music from 107.1 FM, the Peak, delicacies from 
local restaurants, a dance contest, an hour-long walk around 
Nyack, and a finale of fireworks to symbolize the cause. 
Donations were raised towards further research and pro-
grams to benefit those afflicted with the terrible illnesses; 
close to half a million dollars were raised on this night.   
 The fact that this walk took place during the night 
as opposed to the typical morning or afternoon made the 
entire event extra special. To create an added sense of 
unity, donators were given matching shirts to demonstrate 
their spirit and motivation. For those who know or have 
lost loved ones to the terrible diseases, they were given 
white roses along with these shirts. All walkers were given 
red, white, or yellow balloons with battery powered lights 
hidden inside, lighting the path as they went along. These 
balloons, combined with active muscles and surrounded by 
close friends created feelings of warmth against the cold 
autumn air. The beats provided by the DJ also helped 
lighten the atmosphere as it supplied walkers with an added 
sense of inspiration- rhythm to keep the body moving. Fi-
nally, the fireworks, paired with a patriotic medley often 
heard on July 4th, sent a message loud and clear enough to 
be seen and heard for miles.  
 If you missed the walk this year but would like to 
participate next year, contact the Biology Club for more 
information. Meetings are held every other Tuesday at      
3pm. Otherwise, you can check out the website at                              
http://www.lightthenight.org. 

Amanda Skrapits is a senior majoring in Psychol-
ogy and minoring in Theater here at STAC.   
 
Q:  Of all the plays out there, what made you 

choose this one? 

A:  Dr. Klein helped me choose this play because it 
was challenging but it had a lot of real meaning to 
it. 
 
Q:  How long did it take you to memorize your 

lines and the persona of Winnie? 
A:  I had six weeks to memorize the script.  I just 
kept reading it over and over and just added more 
as time went on.  It was a long work in progress! 
 
Q:  How were you able to create the set of 

Happy Days? 

A:  Dr. Matthews used his creativity to transform a                     
few old backdrops into something lifelike, such as 
the dirt wrapped around me.  It was minimal, but 
that’s what the play is all about. 
 
Q:  When did you become interested in acting? 
A:  I was in my high school chorus and really en-
joyed singing.  When I got to STAC, I took a few 
music classes and I started to get involved in the 
plays.  Working was my first and I’ve been able to 
be in them every semester since. 
 
Q: What are your plans after graduation? 
A:  I’ll be going to LIU Graduate School and hope 
to get a job as a guidance counselor.  I hope to be 
able to still come back to STAC and help out with 
the plays in between classes and work. 
 
Q:  Is there any particular play that has in-

spired you? 

A:  I’d have to say RENT because it was the first I 
ever saw.  I loved the music, it was very minimalis-
tic and brilliant. 

Actress Interview Another Happy Day After All…So Far 

Megan Nason 
Staff Writer 
       � 
  In 2000, the United Nations created 
eight millennium goals that all countries in the 
world will have achieved by 2010. They real-
ized that 10 years was not long enough for the 
goals to be achieved and pushed the year to 
2015. The goals are: 1. Eradicate extreme pov-
erty and huger; 2. Achieve universal primary 
education; 3. Promote gender equality and em-
power women; 4. Reduce child mortality; 5. 
Improve maternal health; 6. Combat HIV/
AIDS, malaria and other diseases; 7. Ensure 
environmental sustainability and 8. Develop a 
global partnership for development.  These 
goals might seem a little hard to comprehend 
for us Americans; but for the underdeveloped 
countries in the world, the UN has ensured they 
will be achieved. There are many campaigns 
occurring in developed countries to help with 
these goals.  One of the most popular goals 
being worked on right now is number 1— to 
help with poverty and hunger.  There is a group 
that does a lot of work on achieving this goal. 
It is called ONE. ONE was created and is run 
by Americans to unite all people from the 50 
states as ONE to distinguish poverty. ONE ’s 
goal is to raise public awareness about poverty 
and hunger issues and make efforts to fight the 
problems in the poorest countries of the 
world.   Just recently, the week of October 14th 
was considered Stand Up Against Poverty 
Week.  Organizations all over the world stood 
up to educate people about poverty and to help 
the people who are living in these harsh condi-
tions.   STAC is one of the places where an 
event took place for this cause.  

Light the Night 
 On October 17th, if you were in the 
cafeteria, you may have noticed signs hung 
around, which displayed some devastating 
facts. These facts were not there to ruin your 
appetite, (even though some of them could) 
but to make the students at STAC realize 
what is happening in the world. To help stop 
poverty, it is not only going to take a few 
students from the Spartan Volunteers, but a 
bigger group of people to help make a stance 
against poverty. The ONE campaign has it so 
just one person can help, but in order to truly 
help, more people are needed.   There is a 
way to help, even if you do not have the time 
to stand forward. The ONE Campaign sells 
the ONE band, T-Shirts and water bottles. 
The money used to buy the item is then do-
nated to find a solution for this horrific prob-
lem. Over 2,421,838 people are standing 
strong to help; you can be another person 
helping to win this fight.   As Martin Luther 
King, Jr. said, “The curse of poverty has no 
justification in our age. It is socially as cruel 

and blind as the practice of cannibalism at 
the dawn of civilization, when men ate each 

other because they had not learned yet to 
take food from the soil or to consume the 
abundant animal life around them. The time 

has come for us to civilize ourselves by the 
total, direct and immediate abolition of pov-

erty.” This quote is from the 1960’s; it is now 
2007, imagine how bad the situation has be-
come….  For any more information, you can 
visit the ONE Campaign website at http://
www.one.org/.   “It is poverty to decide that 

a child must die so that you may live as you 
wish.” Mother Theresa  

STAND UP! 
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New Librarian Joins the College  
 

 Please welcome Mr. Stanley Ploszaj (Plo-zay), who has been appointed Systems,      
Cataloging, and Technical Librarian at the Lougheed Library. Mr. Ploszaj holds B.A. and M.A.     
degrees in History from Columbia University and an M.L.S. from Rutgers University.  He brings 
a wealth of experience in library systems and technical services to his new position at the       
College. From 1995 until joining STAC, Mr. Ploszaj was Project Manager of the Ramapo Cats-
kill Library System (RCLS), where he administered the SIRSI/Horizon integrated library system 
and was responsible for Internet services for 51 public libraries. Before that, he served in a vari-
ety of academic and public library positions as an Interim Director, Network Administrator, Head 
of Acquisitions, and Head of Technical Services, respectively. He is also a private Systems   
Consultant to businesses and educational institutions.   
 Mr. Ploszaj is active in professional organizations and community service. He is a mem-
ber of the American Library Association, the New York Library Association, and the New Jersey 
Library Association. He serves on the Board of the Southeastern New York Library Resources 
Council. He is Chairman of Building and Grounds for Immaculate Conception Church in      
Mahwah and a tennis instructor for Mahwah Recreation. Everyone is invited to stop by the     
library and say hello to Stan!  
 

Friends of the Library – Students Welcome!  
 
Students, faculty, staff, alumni, trustees, friends, and benefactors of the College, as well as    
members of the local community are invited to help establish The Friends of the Library of St. 
Thomas Aquinas College. The purpose of the group will be to sponsor, support, organize, and 
promote lectures in the library by noted speakers from within and outside the College on         
academic, literary, and cultural topics. The lectures would be open to all STAC members and the 
community at large. 
 
Contact MaryAnne Lenk, Director of Library Services, in person, by phone (x4221), or e-mail 
mlenk@stac.edu if you would like to lend a hand and become a founding member of The Friends 
of the Library of St. Thomas Aquinas College. 
 

Special Library Hours and Holiday Closings in November  

 
November 6: Election Day. Library Hours 8 am – 9 pm  

November 20: Eve of Thanksgiving break. Library Hours 8 am – 9 pm 
November 21-25: Closed for Thanksgiving 

That's What Love Is 

Jennifer Panaro 
Staff Writer 

 

That's what Love is 
When you do anything for that special one 

Even something you really hate 

When you call them Hun 

and when you make plans but are never late 

That's what Love is 

�   �   � 

When there always in your heart 
and you never want to be apart 

when you don't know why you love them 

you just do 

when it's hard to say good-bye 

That's what Love is 

�   �   � 

Their the one to make you smile 

Bring plenty of laughs 

for them you would walk a thousand miles 

Their the ones who can change your world 

you never want them out of your life 

That's what Love is 

�   �   � 

They Love spending time with you 

you love spending time with them 

Your happy to see their face 

as the same with them to you 

when their around your never blue 

That's what Love is 

�   �   � 

So now you know what Live is 

Love is great 
Love is Painful 

It's worth taking a chance 
That's what Love is 

Stephen Rubino 
Staff Writer 
   � 
   The Brothers Solomon: This hilarious comedy stars Will Arnett 
(Arrested Development, Blades of Glory) and Will Forte (Saturday Night 
Live, Beerfest) as two brothers secluded from women their whole lives. 
Now that their father is on his deathbed, his only regret is not having a 
grandchild. It is now time for the two brothers to throw whatever game they 
have at any woman who happens to cross paths with them. I will say that 
the big hype this summer was Superbad, but this movie was definitely bet-
ter; it was just a little more under the radar. It is one of those films that you 
have to give a chance, even the hit movie Super Troopers did horrible in 
theatres. Just the fact that they kept playing John Parr’s St. Elmo’s Fire in it, 
made it worth the ten dollars. I highly recommend this movie to anyone 
looking to just get away and relax a little bit.    

Halloween (2007): After seeing 
Rob Zombie’s other two pieces of 
work, (House of 1,000 Corpses, 

Devils Rejects) I came into this 
film not knowing whether it was 
going to be a great remake, or if it 
was going to be as horrible as 
every other horror movie remake 
they have done. (Black Christmas, 
When a Stranger Calls, Texas 

Chainsaw Massacre) All in all, he 
did a fine job. Daeg Faerch did a 
wonderful job playing the young 
Michael Myers; he had the dark 
empty look in his eyes, which 
makes Michael Myers who he is. I 
thought that the gore in this film 
was better than in the first, and he made the 
beginning of the film interesting. This still is nowhere near as good as the 
original. He makes Michael’s mom out to be a stripper in this one, with an 
abusive husband. This is not the story in the original film. And I am not go-
ing to give anything else away, but they could have ended the film a half 
hour earlier, and the film would have gone from getting 7 out of 10 to an 
8.5 out of 10. I cannot really complain too much though, because it had eve-
rything a horror movie should have. 

Fall Movies Recap Across the Universe: Julie Taymor 
(Frida, Titus) directed this film about a 
man, Jude (Jim Sturgess) who travels 
to America in the 1960s. When he gets 
there, he soon falls for his friend’s sis-
ter, Lucy (Evan Rachel Wood). The 
film is about the two lovers, and every-
thing that they go through. This musi-
cal, which uses all songs written by the 
Beatles, takes us on a trip with Jude 
and Lucy through the 1960s. The film 
is about the freedom of speech, explor-
ing your mind and body, anti-war pro-
tests and fighting for civil rights.  I am 
sure if some of Mother Nature’s gifts 
had enhanced my mind, this movie 
would have been even more fascinat-
ing. I will have to say that this is one of 
the best films I have seen in theatres.    

 

The Kingdom: Jamie Foxx (Any Given Sunday, Ray) leads his team of FBI 
agents into Saudi Arabia to find evidence and get to the bottom of a terrorist 
bombing. Once there, they are shown the location of the bombing, but what 
they can do at the scene is limited. After not getting anywhere for a while, 
Foxx and his team decide to take actions into their own hands. This movie 
had a great supporting cast, which includes Chris Cooper (The Bourne Iden-

tity, Seabiscuit), Jason Bateman (Arrested Development, Smokin’ Aces) and 
Jennifer Garner (Daredevil, Catch Me If You Can). However, there were two 
problems with the film. The first was how unrealistic it was. In real life, Jamie 
Foxx would have been killed mid way through the film when he punches a 
high ranked officer of the Saudi Arabian Army. The second was the end of 
the film; it was too predictable. Not going to say what it was, but after you see 
the first half hour, you will know. I would say not to see this in the theatres; 
wait until it comes out on DVD to rent it.    
 

Upcoming films:   American Gangsters (Starring: Denzel Washington, 
Russell Crowe, Directed by: Ridley Scott)—Based on the life of The Drug 
Empire of Frank Lukas (Washington), who smuggled drugs into the Vietnam 

War and an officer trying to bring him down (Crowe).   Dan In Real Life 
(Starring Steve Carell, Dane Cook, Directed by: Peter Hedges)—The roman-
tic comedy about a single father (Carell) who meets a woman he falls in love 
with (Juliette Binoche) and then realizes it’s his brother’s (Cook) girlfriend.  

Photo Courtesy of moviesonline.ca 

Photo Coutesy of slashfilm.com 

 Poem 
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B U S I N E S S 
 

� Liber8 
http://liber8.stlouisfed.org 
This self-described “economic information portal for librarians and stu-
dents” provides access to free economic information and research. It is 
divided into three areas: international, national, and regional. The latest 
economic indicators are here as well as research articles and links to other 
federal reserve banks. A very good feature is its International Economic 
Statistics (IES) database. 
 
� Campbell R. Harvey’s Hypertextual Finance Glossary 
www.duke.edu/~charvey/Classes/wpg/glossary.htm 
This site has over 8,000 entries and 18,000 hyperlinks. There is no real 
search function except for the alphabet. The user clicks on a letter and will 
be taken to financial terms within that letter. For example, under “G” the 
user will be taken from “G” (the fifth letter of a Nasdaq stock symbol 
specifying that the issue is the first convertible bond of the company) to 
“Gypsy Swaps.” Other websites such as Bloomberg, The New York Times 
and Yahoo use this glossary as well. 
 

S O C I A L     S C I E N C E S 

 
� The American Presidency Project 
www.presidency.ucsb.edu 
This site, started and maintained by a political science professor and a graduate student at UC Santa Barbara is a repository of 69,000 (and growing) 
documents of this country’s Chief Executive. Among the documents one would expect at such a site (inaugural addresses, addresses to the nation, 
college commencements, UN speeches) are transcripts of press conferences, fireside chats (FDR), radio and TV correspondents dinners and election 
victory and concession speeches and much more. Presidential election data from 1828 to the present includes the nominees and their running mates 
with electoral and popular votes in numbers and percentages. This is an excellent addition to the study of our presidency (the site starts with George 
Washington). Statistics on monthly presidential job approval starts with the second administration of FDR and continues to the present. 
 
� Vinnie’s Home Page: Vincent Ferraro, Resources for the Study of International Relations and Foreign Policy 
www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/feros-pg.htm 
Vincent Ferraro is a Professor of International Politics at Mt. Holyoke College. This site has ten major categories with hundreds of links relating to 
international politics back to the time of Herodotus. There are Government and Non-Government home pages, News Sources, Current Events Top-
ics, Intergovernmental home pages and Documents. This is a very user-friendly and intuitive site. 

N A T U R A L     S C I E N C E S  

M A T H E M A T I C S 
 

� Kimball’s Biology Page 

http://users.rcn.com/jkimball.ma.ultranet/BiologyPages 

This website is by John Kimball, a retired professor from Tufts and Harvard.  I 

would describe this as an online biology encyclopedia. There are illustrations and 

indexing and it is updated monthly. 

 

� Algebasics 

www.algebasics.com 

This is an easy-to-use tutorial in secondary level algebra. The main menu lists 16 

topics such as the basics of algebra, inequalities, polynominals, factoring linear 

equations, functions quadratics, and applications. When selecting a topic, the user is 

given a choice of one general description and up to 25 examples, ranging from sim-

ple to more complicated. The solution to a problem is discussed on a step-by-step 

basis. 

H U M A N I T I E S 
 
� Masters of Cinema 
www.mastersofcinema.org 
The emphasis of this site is world cinema. Among its links are monthly new 
releases of DVDs, film critics, film institutes, articles on international cin-
ema, and links to over 100 directors and their biographies or websites. 
 
� Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc. 
www.ire.org 
IRE was formed in 1975 as an organization to improve investigative report-
ing by providing a forum for reporters to exchange ideas and maintain high 
standards. Housed at the Missouri School of Journalism, IRE  provides edu-
cational services, training, government databases and help in job opportuni-
ties, grants and fellowships. There are free links to many government and 
nonprofit organizations but there are member-only links to broadcasts, 
“tipsheets,” and stories on current controversial issues. 
 

 

E D U C A T I O N 
 

� New Teachers Home Page 
www.inspiringteachers.com/home/newteachers.html 
Created by educators, this is a site for the beginning teacher. Many features 
and links are free such as newsletters, teaching tips, advice and chat lists. 
Additional resources are articles on Classroom Management, Discipline, 
and Parent Support. 
 
�  The Educator’s Reference Desk 
www.eduref.org/index.shtml 
This site has 2000+ lesson plans, 3000+ links to online education informa-
tion and 200+ question archive responses. Some of the subject areas found 
on its Resource Guides page include home schooling, special education, 
motivation, assessment, and standards. 

From Your Library 
 

The Lougheed Library has selected a few helpful resources that may come in handy for both 

faculty and staff for your interest and to help throughout your coursework. They are grouped 

according to division for your convenience.  Good luck! 

� Quote of the Week  � 
 

“The purpose of life is not to be happy – 
but to matter, to be productive, to be  
useful, to have it make some difference 
that you have lived at all.”        
             - Leo Rosten 

Joe Torre, Continued from page 5 
  
 With Torre gone, the New York Yankees might lose a lot more than 
just the manager. One, if not the number one, Mariano Rivera is already 
looking around for other teams want him. Posada, Rivera, Pettite and Clem-
ens are all questioning whether to stay or not now. Removing Torre might 
destroy this whole team.   I believe that whoever manages the team next 
will have to start from the bottom. I do not see this team being a contender 
again for other five or so years if they lose Posada and Rivera.  Polls say 
that most fans want Don Mattingly to be the next manager, but I think Joe 
Girardi is a much better decision. Not only does Mattingly not have any 
experience at all as a manager, but Girardi while being with the Florida 
Marlins in 2005, won Manager of the Year. However this ends, I hope it is a 
fairy tale ending for the Yankees and their fans.  
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Jennifer Luukkonen 
Staff Writer 
Jamie Thompson  
Contributing Writer– 07 Alumni 
      � 
 
 Halloween is one of those holidays 
where you either love it or hate it.  There is no 
in between.   For those who love it, everyone 
has their own reasons.  Personally, it is one of 
my favorites and it’s right up at the top with 
Christmas.  Think about it for a second.  What 
could be more fun than pretending you are 
someone else for a day and eating a ton of treats 
that any other day of the week you would feel 
insanely guilty for eating?  I mean it’s the only 
day of the year I can eat handfuls of candy corn, 
masses of Snickers bars and candy apple after 
candy apple.  I can forget for one day that my 
gut is hanging over my pants and I can stop 
counting calories/carbs.  I can dress up as a ris-
qué nurse or maybe as a refined ballerina.  You 
can be whatever you want.  What an amazing 
holiday! I know there of some of you who don’t 
like Halloween. Personally, I can’t quite under-
stand why but to each his own I guess, 
right?  So for all you history lovers here’s a look 
at what is in my opinion, an 
totally fantabulous holiday. 
Halloween is an old pagan 
holiday.   

Vanessa Vargas Santana   
Staff Writer 
     � 
 
 Warning: The following article 
contains some gory details, perfect for the 
Halloween Season.   Everyone knows Vlad 
Dracula. He is immortal, tall, dark, seduc-
tive and most importantly, he is a vampire 
that has found ways to engrave his image 
in our nightmares or at least in a number of 
Hollywood movies. But did you know that 
Dracula was real? Did you know that he 
was a real man (although calling someone 
like him a man, maybe an insult to human-
ity) He is not exactly what Hollywood has 
portrayed him to be in movies for years. 
Although, it is true that he was from Tran-
sylvanian and his name really was Vlad, 
there is more to his story that made him a 
literal “Prince of Darkness” and an impaler 
in his time, which has kept the Dracula 
myth alive and thriving until this day. 
Prince Vlad was born in 1431 in Transyl-
vania. He was nicknamed Dracula that 
means “Son of Dracul” because of his father who was called Dracul, 
which means “Son of the Dragon” or “Son of the Devil.” Vlad grew up 
in the mist of war because of an on-going feud between Ottoman Turks 
and the Austrian Hapsburgs. He endured so much pain and saw plenty 
of violence. For example, he was imprisoned and tortured by the Turks 
and Hungarians until his escape. His father was tortured before he was 
killed. His father’s facial skin was scraped (meaning the facial skin was 
cut off) while still alive and then he was killed. One of Vlad’s brothers 
was blinded with hot iron stakes and then buried alive. So to some ex-
tent it is not that surprising that when he came to power and ruled 
Walachia and Transylvania (part of present day Romania), he in turn 
took pleasure in the pain of others. Vlad Dracula’s legend is well 
known throughout the world.  

Megan Nason    
Staff Writer 
    � 
 I  hope everyone has a great Halloween! If 
any of you are planning to throw a Halloween party 
or if you just want to freak out your roommates, 
here is a list of the top 10 Best Halloween songs that 
can scare everyone!    
 
1. Nightmare on My Street - DJ Jazzy Jeff and the 
Fresh Prince- Oh thank you Will Smith!!  
2. The Monster Mash- Bobby “Boris” Pickett- He 
did the mash; he did the monster mash! 
3. Thriller- Michael Jackson- Maybe his only good 
song?  
4. Theme from the Exorcist- The directors of this 
film definitely knew how to scare the audience.  
5. Time Warp- The Rocky Picture Horror Show- 
It’s a group dance song …an original “Macarena” 
but for Halloween. 
6. Ghost Town- Specials- Not really meant for Hal-
loween but it’s still creepy  
7. Hell- Squirrel Nut Zippers- Tales of what can 
happen during the afterlife.  
8. Psycho Killers- Talking Heads- Creepy ghosts 
and goblins.  
9. Boris the Spider- The Who- Creepy, creepy, 
crawly, crawly…anyone?  
10. I’m Your Boogie Man- White Zombie- Origi-
nally done by KC and the Sunshine Band, but it just 
sounds better coming from Rob Zombie.    

10 Best Halloween Songs Halloween: A Semi-History 

Vlad Dracula the Impaler—Prince of Darkness 
Some know him as a defender of the Chris-
tian faith and at one time the Church even 
praised him for all that he did to keep Christi-
anity growing. Others know him as a hero 
that tried to bring unity to a divided country. 
However, it is not from the stories that pre-
sent him as a defender or a hero that has cre-
ated his image as a vampire. It is the stories 
about his thirst for human blood that have 
made him who we know today. Vlad had an 
excruciating method of torture and death for 
prisoners and anyone who went against him 
and this is where his other name originates 
from. He is also known as Vlad Þepe, which 
means “Vlad the Impaler.” He would impale 
people by hundreds. Some people say that he 
enjoyed impalement so that that when he was 
imprisoned, he would impale rats because 
there were no people for him to impale. There 
were times where he would have meals while 
watching people’s impalement and some-
times dipped his bread in the blood of those 
he had killed. He would laugh as people’s 
limbs were cut off. And this is probably 
where the whole image of him being a vam-

pire and living on blood. He continued impaling until his death in 1476, 
where he was beheaded in battle. It is believed that he was buried in a 
torture chamber. So, how seductive are Dracula’s eyes now? If you do not 
believe me, that is just fine. However, Google it if you like. Type in “the 
real Dracula” and you will be surprised what you find. To get more de-
tailed information, go to www.infoplease.com, www.ask.com, or 
www.wikipedia.org .Or you could check out the History Channel, which 
will probably repeat the episode soon being that we are in the Halloween 
season. So go right ahead and continue thinking of Dracula as you always 
have. So as you watch vampire movies just know where the story come 
from and that in there is truth in the Vlad Dracula myth than most people 
think.    
Note: The sources used for this article are www.wikipedia.org, 
www.infoplease.com, www.ask.com, and www.historychannel.com.  
Photo Courtesy of  contanatura.weblog.com 

Customarily, the an-
cient pagans used this 
festival time to take an 
inventory of sorts of 
their supplies and afterwards they would all 
gather together and slaughter their livestock so 
they could sell it to winter stores.  Fun 
right?  The holiday also has to do with the de-
ceased according to the Ancient Gaels.  They 
believed that on October 31st the dead would 
o v e r l a p  w i t h  t h e  l i v i n g .  
 While all of this overlapping was hap-
pening the dead would be stirring up trouble by 
making people sick and killing the crops.  People 
wore masks and costumes to imitate the spirits 
and placate them.   Now for all of those young 
curious ladies who are interested in finding out 
what your future hubby looks like there is a myth 
that if you sit in a darkened room on Halloween 
night and stare into a mirror your future hus-
band’s face will appear.  Pretty cool right? Well, 
not if you are going to die before you marry be-
cause if that’s the case then you’ll be seeing a 
skull.  I’m not much of a risk taker (or a believer 
for that matter) so I think I’ll stick to               
s t u f f i n g  m y  f a c e  w i t h  t r e a t s . 
 Well this wasn’t much of a history but if 
you are so interested in finding out the facts then 
maybe you should just look it up on the inter-
net.  For all of those un-savvy computer people 
just go to www.yahoo.com and type in ‘history 
of Halloween’ and you’ll have enough informa-
tion to keep you busy for days.  Happy Hallow-
een to all of you and eat your hearts out. 
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Halloween Haven 

Created by: Jessica M. Liss,  
Courtesy of www.armoredpenguin.com 

Answer Key: 

 

1. Pumpkin    9.  Trick or Treating 

2. Nightmare Before Christmas              10.  Cauldron 

3. Skeleton                11.  Addams Family 

4. Broom                12.  Mummy 

5. Dracula                13.  Potion 

6. Wizard                14.  Tombstone 

7. Witch                15.  Spiders 

8. Black Cat 

1           2           

                  

                  

                  

 3                       

                  

                  

     4           5     

                   

 6                  

7          8                   

                    

                    

9                                 

                   

         10         

11       12                     

                    

  13                  

                     

                     

                    

 14                        

                   

                  

15                       

* Note * - There are no spaces in between words. 

DOWN 

 

2. Tim Burton's most famous animated film 

5. He wants to suck your blood... 

6. What Harry Potter is 

10. An object in which a witch stirs up her brew 

12. A figure who seems to be covered in toilet paper 

13. A witch's favorite thing to brew up 

ACROSS 

 

1. Something orange (No, not a Staten Islander)  

3. Bones  

4. A means of transportation for witches  

7. Something with warts that reminds you of your                          

ex-girlfriend  

8. If you see one, you'll have bad luck  

9. A means of robbing homes of their free candy  

11. They're creepy & they're kooky, mysterious and 

spooky...  

14. Your favorite pizza... and markings of the dead  

15. Creepy crawlers that make you cringe  

Kaitlyn Giroux 
Staff Writer 
    � 
 
 As we all know, 
Halloween is quickly im-
pending and before you 
know it, it will be time to 
throw on your costume 
and head out for candy. 
However, Halloween is not only about stuffing our 
faces until we can no longer look at chocolate 
again, but also flipping on that television movie 
channel or popping in a DVD to your favorite hor-
ror movies. As a result of the fast approaching holi-
day and with the help from Fandango, here is a list 
of the top most famous horror movie quotes of all 
time.  
 To many, these may not seem as spooky as 
the plethora of quotes out there from the thousands 
upon thousands of horror films that have been 
made, but the context in which these simple words 
are said are terrifying. These straightforward say-
ings may seem like nothing, but the meaning and 
what follows in film has proven that words are 
much more powerful then actions.  

Words of Horror Speak Louder Than Actions 
“Here’s Johnny!” - The Shining (1980) 

 

“I see dead people.”- The Sixth Sense (1999) 

 

“They’re heee-re.”- Poltergeist (1982) 

 

“I ate his liver with some fava beans and a nice chianti.”- The Silence of the 

Lambs (1991) 

 

“It’s alive! It’s alive!”- Frankenstein (1931) and Young Frankenstein (1974) 

 

“You’re gonna need a bigger boat.” – Jaws (1975) 

 

“Was that the boogeyman?” “Yes I believe it was.” –Halloween (1978) 

 

“Oh yes, there will be blood.”- Saw II (2005) 

 

“A boy’s best friend is his mother.”-Psycho (1960) 

 

“They’re all going to laugh at you!”- Carrie (1976) 



 SPORTS 

Men’s Soccer 

10-10-07   L to University of Bridgeport, 3-1 

10-16-07  L   to C.W. Post, 1-0 

10-20-07  W  to Molloy College, 2-1 in overtime 

Women’s Soccer 

10-13-07 L  to C.W. Post, 4-0 

10-17-07 Tied  Queens College, 1-1 in 2 overtimes 

10-20-07  L   to University of Bridgeport, 3-0 

Women’s Tennis 

10-8-07 W to Caldwell College, 8-1 

 

Spartan   Scores 

Upcoming Schedules 

New York Rangers 

10-23-07 at Pittsburgh 7pm 

10-25-07 vs. New Jersey Devils 7pm 

10-27-07 vs. Toronto 7pm 

10-29-07 vs. Tampa Bay 7pm 

New York Islanders 

10-27-07 vs. Carolina Hurricanes 7pm 

New Jersey Devils 

10-25-07 at New York Rangers 7pm 

10-27-07 vs. Ottawa 7pm 

10-31-07 vs. Tampa Bay 7pm 

Giants 

10-15-07 beat the Atlanta Falcons at the Superdome in Atlanta, 31-10.  

This was the Giants fourth straight win this season. 

10-21-07 beat the San Francisco 49ers 33-15 at Gi-

ant Stadium. 

Record: 5-2 

Next game: 10-28-07 vs. Miami Dolphins (0-7) in 

London at 1:00pm on FOX 

 

Jets 

10-14-07 lost third straight game to the Philadelphia Eagles at Giant 

Stadium with a score of 16-9. 

10-21-07 lost to the Cincinnati Bengals, 38-31 in Cincinnati. 

Record: 1-6 

Next game: 10-28-07 vs. Buffalo (2-4) at Giant Stadium at 4:05pm on 

CBS 

 

The Carolina Panthers defeated the Arizona Cardinals on October 14th 

25-10.  Quarterback Vinny Testaverde who signed with the team on 

October 10th started the game.  At 43 he is the oldest starting quarter-

back to win a regular season game in NFL history. 

The New England Patriots gave the Dallas Cowboys their first loss of 

the season on October 14th with a score of 48-27 in Dallas.  The Patri-

ots remain undefeated. 

Hockey FOOTBALL 

Danielle Connolly 
Staff Writer 
     � 
 

 

The Colorado Rockies sweep the Arizona Diamondbacks to become the National League Champions.  This 

will be their first World Series appearance.  The Rockies will face the Boston Red Sox in the World Series 

beginning on Wednesday October 24th. 

 

Joe Torre turned down the Yankees offer on October 18th to manage the team for another year.  The offer 

was for one year for five million dollars and one million dollar incentives for winning the Division Series, 

American League Championship, and World Series.  Torre called the offer and incentives “an insult.” 

Baseball 

 Let’s Go 
Spartans!

 

CORRECTION:   In the second edition of The THOMA, an article 
about the Midnight Run should have stated that cosmetics 
(shampoo, soap, etc) were distributed, rather than pharmaceuticals.  


